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Act Now for MacPro Trade-Ups! 



Time’s running out to trade in your old G3, G4 or G5 
on a brand new 4 core or 8 core Intel Mac Pro. 

1. Trade-in prices on older Macs (G3, G4, G5) will drop 
further soon, as they can’t run the new Mac OS 10.6. 

2. The 10% - 50% investment allowance tax breaks for 
new computer equipment ends soon. (Dec 09) 

Call Designwyse now, for big Trade-Up savings! 



Mac Pro 
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Trade-Up to a new Mac Fro 2.66 GHz 4 Core w Raw 


New Mac Pro 2.66 GHz, 4 Core, 3GB Ram, 640GB HD,18x double-layer 
SuperDrive, NVIDIA GeForce GT 120 with 512M, Keyboard, Mouse, OSX 10.6, 
iLife. RRP $4,499* Add 3yr AppleCare Protection Plan Warranty, only $295. 

From any working Power Mac G5 2.3GHz or higher... .$3,899 Save $600* 

From any working Power Mac G5 1.6GHz to 2GHz.$3,999 Save $500* 

From any working Power Mac G3 or G4 tower.$4,099 Save $400* 


Extra Options 


Increase RAM to a Total of 6GB (3 x 2GB) - Add $290 
AppleCare 3yr $295 - Save $124 Apple 24” LED Cinema Display - Add $1,395, save $104 


Trade-Up to a new Mac Fro 2.26 6Hz s Core m Raw 


New Mac Pro 2.26 GHz, 8 Core (two quad core), 6GB Ram, 640GB HD, 

18x double-layer SuperDrive, NVIDIA GeForce GT 120 with 512M, Keyboard, 
Mouse, OSX 10.6, iLife. RRP $5,899* Add 3yr AppleCare Warranty, only $295. 

From any working Power Mac G5 2.3GHz or higher....$5,199 Save $700* 

From any working Power Mac G5 1.6GHz to 2GHz.$5,299 Save $600* 

From any working Power Mac G3 or G4 tower.$5,399 Save $500* 


Extra Options 


Increase RAM to a Total of 12GB (6 x 2GB) - Add $560 
AppleCare 3yr $295^Save $124 Ap^e 24" LED Cinema Display^Add SI .395. save $104 ^ 


Authorised Reseller 



8 Core 
Intel 


[ displays - Add On display Options 

Inc &st 

J 

Apple 24” Cinema Display (1920 x 1600) Add... 
Apple 30” Cinema Display (2560 x 1600) Add .. 

.... i mmmmmmmmmm » 1 

...$1,395 

...$2,680 

save $104 
save $118 


Visa - No Surcharge 
MCard - No Surcharge 


Amex - Add 2% 
Diners - Add 2% 


All prices include Gst. # RRP Based on Apple’s webstore price. * Savings based on Trade-Up price compared to Apple’s webstore price without a 
Trade in. Prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. Available for a limited time only. Payment by Cash, Credit Card, EFT, or Finance. All trade-in units 
are checked and must be in good working order, with keyboard, mouse & cables or an adjusted trade-up price will apply. Data transfer and setup service 
is available from SI 95. Low priced delivery Australia Wide. 


Ph (03) 9554 6000 FreeCall 1800 334 684 

1 Fairborne Way Keysborough VIC sales@designwyse.com.au WWW.designwyse.COm.au 
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Special A4 Xerox Bundle Offer 


Here’s Special Fuji Xerox 
Bundle Offer including a 
FREE iPod Nano or Tom Tom! 
Bundle worth over $2,500 RRP! 


$ 1*500 incest 

Includes these items: 


DPC3300 Specifications 

• 1200 x 1200 dpi full colour laser printing 

• True Adobe Postscript Level 3 

• Duplex (Auto double sided printing) 

• 10/100 Ethernet Network 

• 25ppm Colour/30ppm Black 

• First Page out - Less than 16 seconds 

• Low Running Costs 12c per colour page 
based on 20% CMYK coverage. Less than 
2c for B&W prints at 5% coverage. 


So, wait no longer, save huge dollars by upgrading 
your hungry office inkjet or slow old B&W laser to a 
state of the art, Fuji Xerox high quality colour laser 
printer for only $1,199 inc gst. Low cost delivery. 







For more info, call or email 
sales@designwyse.com.au 


fuji xerox 

Authorised Reseller 


0 


Prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. #The iPhone 3Gs 16GB 

Prize will be drawn Friday 11 th December 2009. The winner will be notified by email and 

telephone and the name will be published in public notices in the Herald Sun on 14th December 09. 


Ph (03) 9554 6000 FreeCall 1800 334 684 

1 Fairborne Way Keysborough VIC sales@designwyse.com.au WWW.designwyse.COrn.au 


1. Free Upgrade to 
1.25GB RAM 
Worth $739 RRP 

As per Xerox Price List July 2009 

5 times the standard RAM! 

2. 2nd Set of Four 
Toners • Included 

Standard toners print out up 
to 6,000 pages at 20% cmyk 
coverage. R/R $299 when 
purchased with Printer 

3. Free iPod Nano or 
Tom Tom GPS # 

Purchase this bundle and receive 
either an iPod Nano, or a TomTom 
GPS unit direct from Fuji Xerox. 

To redeem gift visit www.fujixrox 
printers.com.au/promotions. 

*See our website for details . 

$450 Free Toner 
with a trade-in* 

Trade In any networkable 
laser printer, and receive up 
to $450 worth of free toner* 
ie (2 std yield colour toners) 

Claimed online directly from Xerox 

5. Free Entry info an 
iPhone 3Gs 16GB 
Prize Draw # 

Note: Exclusive to Designwyse. 
Unlocked Phone worth $879. 

One entry per Fuji Xerox 
DPC3300 or Fuji Xerox A3 
Colour Laser printer, purchased 
between 1/10/09, & 11/12/09. # 

NOTE: If you are feeding an inkjet 
printer one set of inks a month, this 
Fuji Xerox DPC3300 colour laser 
printer could pay for itself within 
months. * High yield DPC3300 
toners give you 9,000 colour or 
black pages of printing. 

Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 































"Remarkably 
Convenient" 
- Macworld 


NewerTech Accessories 


i 

www.macsales.com/newertech 
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i— 

NewerTech Charge & Sync + 

AC Charger with Built in Battery & connectors to 
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_ ‘iPhone not included \_ 

$ 39.99 


EASY PLUG and PLAY! 

Adapts FireWire 400 cables to work with 
9 pinFireWire 800 Connectors, such as 
on the new MacBook Pro Unibody 


v drive at anytirr 
;h memory card 
ie, but with hug< 
jains. 


45t Other Worm Computing 

Serving the Mac Universe since 1988 


815.338.8685 
www.macsales.com 


All prices 
quoted in US 
dollars. 


Why buy from OWC? We don't just sell it, we tell you how to install and use it. 


CrD 

v (NFI PI S 


24/7 Live Extremely fast delivery Expert installation services Free lifetime 

Chat support. at a reasonable cost. with fast turnaround. technical support. 


Free online "Do-It-Yourself" 
videos for easy installation. 
Check out our new page! 
www.macsales.com/installvideos 


Voyager + 1TB Hard Drive from $119.99 
BUNDLES available up to 2TB! 


Visit: www.macsales.com Call: 815.338.8685 


6.5"x6.5"x1.5" 


OWC® Mercury 
On-The-Go Pro™ 
Portable Solutions 

Bus powered and up to 
1.0TB 7200RPM in your 
pocket from $59.99 


OWC Mercury Elite-AL Pro™ 

High-performance storage for 
a multitude of needs 
Dual Solution Up to 4.0TB from $ 1 79.99 
Single Solution Up to 2.0TB from $74.99 
mini Solution Up to 1.0TB from $62.99 


OWC Mercury 
Elite-AL Pro 
Qx2™ Hardware 
RAID 4-Bay 

for up to 8.0TB 
from $529.99 


NewerTech Guardian 
EflSSSmus® Plug 
and Play RAID-1 
Redundant Solution 

Up to 2.0TB + 2.0TB 
from $219.99 


All OWC & NewerTech configured external drive solutions come ready to 
Plug and Play with all interface connection cables, include full versions of 
Intech® HD Speedtools™, NovaStor NovaBACKUP, Prosoft Data Backup 3, 
and Carbon Copy Cloner, and are Snow Leopard® Time Machine™ ready. 


NewerTech UQD0DQQStack® 
High-Performance Storage 

Up to 2.0TB from $109.99 + w/ 
built in USB 2.0 and FireWire® 
800/400 hubs for the ultimate 
multimedia center 

Prosoft Drive Genius v2.x reg. price $99.99 

Maintain, Manage, Optimize & Repair your Hard Drives. 

Prosoft Data Rescue III reg. price $97.99 

The best data recovery software for the Mac platform. 


Build your own drive! g E§gj (S0 

To see a full selection of kits, visit: www.macsales.com/enclosures 


Voyager S2 

USB2.0+eSATA 

only $39.99 


5.5"x3.5"x1 


5 Year 

"^Enterprise 

Warranty 


Year 

Standard 

Warranty 


Voyager q 

FW800/400+ 

USB2.0+eSATA 

only $89.99 


NewerTech USB 2.0 Universal 
Drive Adapter™ 

www.macsales.com/newertech 
Turns any 2.5", 3.5", and 5.25" 

IDE/ATA & SATA drive into an 
external storage solution. only@*©£© 


0GB 'Add your own hard 
drive' kits available 
from $19.99 


Available with FireWire 800, FireWire 400, USB 2.0, and/or eSATA 


ONLY $9.95 


At OWC Our Customers Come 1 st! 


r 




QUALITY PRODUCTS ^ COMPETITIVE PRICES i EXPERT SUPPORT 


TM1 




Jig® 


Award-winning support... 
BizRate Circle of Excellence 
5 straight years. 


t»TY,/v- 


macsales.com/warranty 


WWW 




High Capacity Storage Available with FireWire 800, FireWire 400, USB 2.0, and/or eSATA 


www.macsales.com/firewire 

8.9"x1.4"x4.6" 


3 Year 

Solution 

Warrant] 


3 Year 

"^Solution 


9.0"x2.9"x5.3" 


3 Year 

1 "^Solution 
Warranty 


9.3"x2.8"x5.6" 





























Customer Quote CORNER 

"With an enormous product line and great service, I 
highly recommend your company to other 
Mac owners in Australia." 

- Michael B. 


SAVINGS 
up to 

79% 

Ivs factory! 


Find what you need to max your Mac's 
performance in 3 easy clicks with our on-line 
memory configurator! 

www.macsales.com/MyOWC 


-r 


available! 


rWe have^ 
f memory ’ 
ifor any Mac 
^upgrade! J 


Now 100% 'Green' Powered! 

Green, Sustainable, 100% On-Site Wind Powered 


Conservation & Recycling 
for a greener tomorrow 


GREEIHT 


NEW...LOWER shipping rates! 


Orders ship from USA with extremely competitive shipping rates, 


More Memory = Faster Mac 

www.macsales.com/memory 

Apple® Mac® Pro XEON™ - Max Any Model Up To 32GB! 

As low as 


Get the right memory for any 2006/2007/2008 model 

4GB Kit 8GB Kit 32GB Kit 

(2GB Modules x 2) (2GB Modules x 4) (4GB Modules x 8) 

$143.99 $287.99 $919.99 

Upgrade: .. 

; • 667MHz & -2.0GHz, 2.66GHz, 2.8GHz, 3.0GHz, and 3.2GHz 

800MHz Quad-Core, Quad Corex 2 (8-Core) all models 


~Full Retail Version 

ONLY $119.99 

Microsoft Office 2008 for Macintosh 

Includes Excel, Word, Entourage, and PowerPoint with 
Licenses allowing up to 3 simultaneous users. See other 
software specials atwww.macsales.com/software 


OWC installation videos show 
you how to unleash the full 
potential of your Mac. 

www.macsales.com/installvideos 


Memory for the March/2009 'Nehalem' models 

8GB Matched Set 16GB Matched Set 32GB Matched Set 

(2GB Modules x 4) (2GB Modules x 8) (4GB Modules x 8) 

$239.99 $479.00 $1219.99 

Also available: 6GB, 12GB, & 24GB Kits ^ 

Upgrade: r^33j[ 

•1066MHz • Quad-Core 2.66GHz/2.93GHz; 1 

8-Core 2.26GHz/2.66GHz/2.93GHz 


*Up to 8GB for March 2009 
Quad-Core Model 


Memory for iMac®, MacBook®, MacBook Pro, 
Mac mini (Intel) 

NEW Options for Late2009models! 


'That's a great deal!" (&£&$ 
Dave Hamilton, Mac Observer 


http://www.macsales.com/GREEN 


http://www.macsales.com/turbine 


NewerTech, NewerTech arrow logo, Guardian MAXimus, and miniStack are registered trademarks and Voyager and the Newer Technology, Inc logo are trademarks of Newer Technology, 
Inc. OWC and OWC logo are registered trademarks and Mercury On-The-Go Pro, Mercury Elite-AL Pro, Mercury Elite-AL Pro Qx2, and Other World Computing are trademarks of Other World 
Computing. Other marks may be the trademark or registered trademark property of their owners. Prices, specifications, and availability are subject to change without notice. 
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MacBook Air 
From $1,999.00 



From $1,599.00 


MacBook Pro 13" MacBook Pro 15" 

From $1,599.00 From $2,299.00 



Mac Pro 
From $4,499.00 


MacBook Pro 17" 
From $3,299.00 


I— 


NEW 


From $849.00 



Just $1,299.00 



Cinema Display LED 24" 
$1,499.00 



Excellence in storage technology. 

A leading provider of fast, high-capacity data storage and encryption security solutions. 



EagleRoc E3/E9 
3.5" USB - FW400 / 
FW800 

From $199.95 



The AIRHAWK A3 

320 GB Mobile (Pocket) HD 

with USB port 

$169.95 



The AIRHAWK A9 
FW 800, FW 400 and 
USB Ports 
From $249.95 



RocPort ID3 

USB Mobile (Pocket) HD 
320GB and 500GB 
From $159.95 



RocPort ID9 
FW800, FW400 - USB 
320GB and 500GB 
From $239.95 


Find The Best Range Of Laptops Bags And Cases At My Mac. 






iPack 

$899.00 

The days of bulky and noisy UPS 
that need to be hidden under your 
desk are over. 











































My Mac Northland 

Shop K025A | 2-50 Murray Rd, 
Preston, VIC, 3072 
T. (03) 9470 1480 
F. (03) 9470 1545 
www.mymac.com.au 


My Mac Melbourne 

172 -192 Flinders St 
Melbourne, VIC, 3000 
T. (03) 9662 9666 
F. (03) 9662 9855 
www.mymac.com.au 


My Mac Sydney 

20 Bronte Rd, 

Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022 
T. (02) 8383 1600 
F. (02) 9386 9381 
www.mymac.com.au 
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Premium Dealer 
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Enjoy an iPod from $79.00. 



iPod nano 
From $199.00 


iPod classic 
Just $329.00 


iPod shuffle 
From $79.00 



iPod touch 
From $268.00 


Great range of iSkin products. 

iSkin is committed to delivering the best products using the most advanced technology available. 



iSkin Soho Sleeve 
From $69.95 


Cerulean FI 

iSkin Solo 

Cerulean XI 

iSkin Solo FX 

$149.95 

$49.95 

$149.95 

$54.95 




Give your iPod or iPhone a special touch with these exclusive cases. 
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Incipio NGP 
$39.95 
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Incipio Dermashot 
$34.95 





Apple® Mini DisplayPort Adapters 



Mini DisplayPort to HDMI 
$49.95 


Mini DisplayPort with USB 
Audio to HDMI $89.00 


Mini DisplayPort to DVI 
$45.00 







Mini DisplayPort to VGA Mini DisplayPort with Digital 
$45.00 Audio to HDMI $99.00 














































ONLINE BACKUP SERVICES 

We review seven web services that let 
you back up files to the cloud and 
restore them from anywhere. 


CONNECT THE DOTS ( 

How many dead pixels should it take 
before your monitor should be replaced? 

e get the definitive answer on our leqal 
rights from the ACCC. ® 
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Rip it real good 

CHRISTOPHER BREEN srxws her* to rip y 
gong beyond the basics w.th HandBrako 





!> With 2-pass encoding, HandBrake 
1 runs through your movie twice; 
you get better-looking video, but 
encoding takes longer.” 
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LAB TEST 

Holiday cameras - We test five snappers to 
make sure you get the best travel photos. 

■ Canon PowerShot DIO 

■ Olympus PEN E-Pi 

■ Panasonic Lumix DMC-FZ35 

■ Panasonic Lumix DMC-GH1 

■ Ricoh GR Digital III 
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■ Cygnett GrooveBassball 

■ Final Cut Pro 7 

■ mimio Interactive whiteboard bar 
■Apple OS X Snow Leopard Server 

■ Crossover Mac Pro 8 
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One More Thing... mystery writer 


010 

024 

032 

036 

050 

082 


www.macworld.com.au 


December 2009 009 





















































































MACWORLD Opinion 



DAVE BULLARD 


A s you can read in our News 
pages, Apple has released 
some great new gear - 
again. There’s the 27in iMac (which 
we’ve featured on our cover), the 
new MacBook, a spiffy new remote 
control, the Magic Mouse and a few 
others. 

But as I write this, the most 
exciting news as far as I’m 
concerned is Sony Computer 
Entertainment’s PlayTV, a high- 
definition TV tuner that turns your 
PlayStation3 into a personal video 
recorder (PVR). 

This means that the PS3 can be 
used to play games, play Blu-ray 
discs, DVDs and CDs, browse the 
web, stream music, movies and 
photos from your Mac - or store 
them on its own hard drive - and, 
now, play, record and pause live TV. 
How good is that? 

The reason the iPhone is such a 
hit is it takes the functionality of at 
least three devices and combines 
them into one. And that’s exactly 
what Sony is doing with the PS3. 

So what’s Apple doing in this 
space? Not a lot. It’s just updated 
the Apple TV software, but that 
box is still not much more than an 
excuse to get users to buy or rent 
online content. Sure, it’s still the 
best way to stream iTunes content, 
but it could be so much more. 

As Australian Macworld Online 
Editor David Braue and I have 


repeatedly said, add a TV tuner and 
we’d buy one. Add a Blu-ray player 
and we’d sell our first-born children. 

(It’s OK, girls ... your daddies are 
just kidding!) 

You could always buy a Mac 
mini and add a TV tuner to it, but 
that’s probably too complicated for 
loungeroom use for most people, 
who want ease of use when they’re 
relaxing. 

The Apple TV is still 
not much more than 
an excuse to get users 
to buy or rent online 
content.” 


Anyway, I’ll be getting my hands on 
a PlayTV tuner as soon as possible 
in the hopes that I can make 
the PS3 the centre of my home 
entertainment system. But I’d far 
rather be giving an Apple product 
this privileged position. 

Podcasts made easy. The 
Australian Macworld podcasts are 
steaming along nicely, with lots 
of positive feedback, but it seems 
that some of our readers might 
be unsure how to subscribe via 
iTunes. 

It’s dead easy, actually: Just 
launch iTunes, then click on iTunes 


Store in the right-hand panel. In 
the Search field at the top right, 
type in Australian Macworld’ and 
hit Return. Ignore the first result 
that comes up - that’s Series One - 
and click on the ‘Subscribe’ button 
next to the second Australian 
Macworld logo (the plain black- 
and-white one with Category: 
Podcasting). 

That’s it. iTunes will download the 
latest episode, then automatically 
add each episode as they become 
available. 

There goes another year. Well, 
it’s been a big one for Australian 
Macworld, starting with one editor 
and ending it with another. 

We’ve ended 2009 with a bang, 
as our inboxes are full of emails 
saying how much our readers 
are enjoying the new design and 
content. Thanks to all who’ve written 
in - it’s great to know all our hard 
work has paid off. 

So all that remains is to wish 
everyone a joyous al-Hijra, a 
happy Hanukkah and a merry 
Christmas, 




AUSTRALIAN MACWORLD 

PODCASTING FORTNIGHTLY 

News and views from the magazine and online editors, the “Beer 
O’Clock” gabfest with Mac writers, user tips and more. 

Go to www.macworld.com.au/podcasts 
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A DOMINO'S STORE 


IN YOUR POCKET 

Order on your iPhone, customise, track and enjoy. 
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DEAD PIXEL SOCIETY 


\ /I In your August ‘09 
issue you featured 
a Lab Test on large-screen 
monitors and made mention 
of the manufacturers’ dead- 
pixel policies which are 
supposed to determine 
whether or not a screen can 
be replaced due to a number 
of stuck or dead pixels. 

In actual fact, in Australia 
the Trade Practices Act 
means these policies are 
worthless. If your display 
has a dead or stuck pixel, the 
TPA compels the maker to 
repair or replace the display, 
whether or not their dead 
pixel policy covers it. 

Specifically, the act says 
that manufacturers must 
ensure that goods: 

■ Match any description 
or sample given to the 


I WANT IT NOW 

I am in the process 
of replacing my one- 
year-old PC with a 24in 
Apple Mac as I am fed up 
after 20 years of using 
buggy Microsoft systems 
but I feel that Apple needs 
to look at how inefficient 
its distribution set up is 
to that of Windows PC 
suppliers. 

I went to an Apple dealer 
and selected a 24in unit, 
and as I wanted a Wireless 
Keyboard & Mouse I was 
informed that they would 
have to order it in from 
Apple as it would be a 


consumer whether in 
promotional material, over 
the phone, in person, on a 
website or on labelling or 
packaging; and 
■ Are free from defects and 
faults. 

A monitor with even one 
dead pixel breaches both of 
these requirements. 

Rob Keniger, Brisbane, OLD 

• 

Unfortunately, the situation isn’t 
as clear-cut as that, Rob. To get 
the issue cleared up once and 
for all, we asked the Australian 
Competition and Consumer 
Commission for clarification. 

As ACCC deputy chair Peter Kell 
explains in his reply on Page 58, as 
it stands the Trade Practices 
Act requires each case to 
be judged on its particular 
circumstances - DB 


special order - and it 
would take up to seven 
working days for it to be 
delivered to their store. 

This is ridiculous as I could 
have walked in and bought 
a personalised Windows 
PC with a different 
keyboard and mouse and 
had immediate delivery. 

But the bright spot was 
discovering your magazine, 
which I have now ordered 
from my newsagent. 

Don Murray ; Queensland 

Always glad to have another convert, 
Don - both to the Mac and to AMW! 
Apple takes one to five business days 


to deliver to major centres, so your 
experience isn’t out of the ordinary. 

But I know many resellers have been 
throwing in full-sized keyboards 
gratis for customers who don’t like 
the stumpy ones, so perhaps a bit of 
goodwill on the part of your dealer, 
allowing you to walk straight out of the 
door, would have been in order. - DB 

LOVE YOUR WORK 1 

I just want to say how 

much I love the new 
format of the magazine. 

The layout is superb with 
more Mac related articles 
and other great tips and 
pieces of knowledge. I’ve 
only just started reading 
the magazine and think you 
guys are doing a great job. 
Keep up the good work! 

Kurt Hillary, via email 

LOVE YOUR WORK 2 

I currently subscribe 
to a PC based 
magazine and I have to 
say i am getting sick and 
tired of sub-$1000 laptop 
reviews. As a recent Apple 
convert I will no longer be 
renewing my subscription 
-AMW has my subscription 
when it is due next. It’s a 
far more interesting read. 

By the way, Circus 
Ponies’ NoteBook has 
to be one of the best 
applications I have bought! 

I saw the ad in AMW and 
downloaded the free trial. 
What a time saver... Even 
the ads in AMW are more 
useful than the PC mags! 
Lee Kirkup, Bassendean 

Thanks very much, Kurt and Lee. 

It’s great to know we're on the right 
track. - DB 
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Each month, Conexus is giving away a prize 
to the reader who submits what we think is 
be the most interesting letter. This month, the 
prize is an iHome iH15 LED Colour Changing 
Stereo System for iPod, worth $149.95. What 
looks like a white plastic cube is actually a 
colour-shifting light system, emitting a soft 
glow that shifts from orange to yellow to 
green, purple, blue, pink and red, visible 
faintly under normal light, and charmingly 
noticeable in a darker room. Separate buttons 
control the system’s audio power, lighting 
power and volume, so you can have 
the speakers off but the lighting on and 
vice-versa, www.conexus.com.au 
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■ Letters should be emailed to 
macworldeditor@niche.com 
.au with a subject header of 
“Letter to the Editor” or by post 
to Australian Macworld Mailbox, 
142 Dorcas Street, South 
Melbourne, Victoria, 3205. 

■ Letters of fewer than 200 
words are given preference. 
Comments posted to the 
forums on www.macworld. 
com.au are also eligible for the 
prize. We reserve the right to 
edit letters and probably will. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Conexus letter of the month 1. Instructions on how to enter form part of these conditions of entry. 2. To enter send tips or queries to macworldeditor@niche. 
com.au with a subject header of “Letter to the Editor”. Entries will be judged by the editorial staff of Australian Macworld. The judges' decision in relation to any aspect of the competition 
is final and binding on every person who enters. No correspondence will be entered into. Chance plays no part in determining the winner(s). Each entry will be individually judged based 
on its degree of interest. 4. Employees, their immediate families and agencies associated with this competition are not permitted to enter. 5. The Promoter accepts no responsibility for late 
or misdirected entries. 6. The best entry/entries as determined by the judges will win the prize(s). 7. The Promoter is neither responsible nor liable for any change in the value of the prize 
occurring between the publish date and the date the prize(s) is claimed. 8. The prize(s) is not transferable and will not be exchanged for cash. 9. The winner(s) will be notified by email. 10. 

All entries become the property of the Promoter. 11. The collection, use and disclosure of personal information provided in connection with this competition is governed by the Privacy Notice 
12. The Promoter is Niche Media Pty Ltd of 142 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne, Victoria 3205 Ph 03 9948 4900, (ABN 13 064 613 529). 


■ To be eligible for the prize, 
you must include your full 
name and address, including 
state or territory. 



Needs NoteBook Has NoteBook 


S tickies. Scraps of paper. Web clippings. 

Meeting notes. Reminders. Take control 
of it all with Circus Ponies NoteBook. Get 
organized using a familiar notebook interface 
of pages, tabs, and sections. “Clip” web research, 


e-mails and other content to your Notebooks for 
handy reference. Never miss a detail with 
voice-annotated notes you play back on your 
iPod. Diagram and sketch when words won’t 
convey your thoughts. Track and sync your tasks 


to iCal and your phone. Find anything instantly 
with NoteBook’s patented Multidex™. Share 
your Notebooks as PDFs or websites. And 
much more. NoteBook has everything you need 
to get organized. 


"At last — get organized! Try NoteBook for yourself right now, FREE for 30 days" 

www.circusponies.com/trialmwau 
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■^We’re hearing about increased threats 
to Mac users, but what are these threats 
and how can you fight them? 


LAB TEST: GPS navigation 

Mac-friendly satnav systems to 
take the stress out of travelling. 
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trendmicro.com.au 


THINK MACS ARE SAFE 
FROM WEB THREATS? 



Safeguard your family with Trend Micro Smart Surfing for Mac. Now you're free 
to shop, bank, and surf online while staying safe from attacks on your identity and 
confidential information. You can also protect your children from inappropriate 
websites. Get Trend Micro Smart Surfing for Mac and enjoy online freedom. 

For more information, please visit www.trendmicro.com.au/mac. 


COMPLETE PROTECTION: 

• When you bank and shop online 

• Against identity theft 

• To stop viruses 

• Free automatic updates 
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NEW APPLE RELEASES 


Just in time for Christmas, Apple has 
updated the iMacs, MacBook, Mac 
mini, AirPort Extreme, Time Capsule, 
mouse and remote control. While 
we’re still working on our full reviews 
of the new gear, these are our first 
impressions: 

iMacs. The new iMacs introduce the 
most drastic changes to Apple’s all-in- 
one aluminium design since the metal 
iMac was introduced a little over two 
years ago. The new design lends itself 
more towards use as central part of a 
home entertainment centre. 

The most obvious change is to 
the iMac screen. Both the 21.5in and 
27in screens are made with high- 
definition video in mind. Like on many 
HDTVs, the black border around the 
new iMac’s screen reaches out to the 
very edge; the aluminium border that 
surrounded the screen in the previous 
iMac is gone. This gives the effect of 
the screen being bigger than it really 
is. To the chagrin of many, there is no 
matte screen option. 

There are now four models in the 
iMac lineup: Two 21.5in models, each 
running Intel Core 2 Duo processors 
at 3.06GHz and priced at $1599 (with 
a 500GB hard drive) and $1999 (1TB 
drive); and two big 27-inchers, each 
with a 1TB drive. One of these runs 
the same processor as the 21.5in 
models and is priced at $2199, while 
the other is a $2599 quad-core model 
housing an Intel Core i5 processor, 


which features four processor cores 
on a single chip. This processor 
can be upgraded to a 2.8GHz i7 
‘Nehalem’ model for $290. 

While the 21.5in iMac isn’t much 
bigger than the previous 20in iMac on 
paper, sitting side-by-side, the 21.5in 
iMac seems huge. The 27-inch iMac is 
gloriously big, but some think it might 
even be too big as a desktop Mac. 

The iMac now uses an all¬ 
aluminium case, whereas the previous 
iMac has a black plastic back. 

The iMac screens are LED-backlit 
widescreen TFT active-matrix LCDs 
with in-plane switching technology, 
and can display millions of colours at 
all resolutions. In the past, Apple has 
used 6-bit displays on its 20in iMacs 
and 8-bit displays on its larger-sized 
iMacs. Apple doesn’t specify the bit 
depth on its iMac website, but an 
Apple representative confirmed that 
both the 21.5in and the 27in iMacs 
use 8-bit displays. 

In-plane switching is supposed 
to help flat-panel displays maintain 
image quality at any angle, and this 
seems to help with the new iMacs. 
There’s no colour shifting or loss of 
image quality when viewing at extreme 
angles. On the previous iMacs, there 
was a noticeable colour shift. 

As for performance, the iMacs feel 
snappy while opening and closing 
windows, and startup is fast. But we’ll 
be benchmarking the iMacs soon. 


Unibody MacBook. The MacBook 
is the best-selling single Mac model 
ever, so it makes a lot of sense that 
Apple has given its $1299 white laptop 
a makeover in time for Christmas. 

Because of its unibody 
construction (in this case, a piece 
of polycarbonate instead of the 
aluminium used in Pro models), the 
new MacBook has is a consistent 
white colour, and a smoother surface 
without sharp edges. 

A big difference is that the new 
MacBook now has a glass Multi-Touch 
trackpad with gesture support. It’s 
larger than the pad-and-button area 
on the old model. The smooth glass 
feels nicer than the older trackpad, but 
it does take getting used to. 

The new MacBook also has a 
round iSight hole with only a status 
light to its right. (The microphone 
has moved to the upper left corner of 
the keyboard.) The power button is 
smaller, and the keyboard keys feel 
more solid and are a bit quieter. 

The 13.3in display offers the same 
1280 x 800-pixel resolution as before, 
but now uses LED backlighting on its 
display. The difference is a notably 
brighter output, although when viewed 
next to each other, the new MacBook 
shows a significant yellow colour 
shift when changing your horizontal 
viewing angle (the previous model 
simply got more washed out). 

The screen back has a slight taper 
(like the MacBook Air) that gives it a 
thinner appearance. Overall, the new 
MacBook is slightly wider and deeper, 
but shaves about 140g in weight. 
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On the front edge, there’s no infrared 
(IR) port. Without it, you can’t use 
the new Apple Remote (or the older 
remote, for that matter). 

Speaking of ports, there are also 
some changes to the array of ports 
on the side of the MacBook. The main 
change is the lack of a FireWire point. 

The display connection is now 
a Mini DisplayPort (previously there 
was a mini-DVI connector), and 
Apple is using a single audio port for 
analogue/digital output as well as line 
in. The sound port supports the Apple 
Stereo Headset with microphone. 

The other ports are gigabit Ethernet, 
MagSafe power, two USB 2.0, and a 
Kensington lock slot. As before, the 
other side features an 8x slot-loading 
double-layer SuperDrive. 

On the back, the entire surface is 
one giant rubberised foot. You won’t 
find a battery compartment here, 
since this is the first white MacBook 
with a built-in battery. Apple says the 


The new MacBook now 
has a glass Multi-Touch 
trackpad with gesture 
support.” 

custom battery - which saves space 
in the notebook’s design - offers up 
to seven hours of runtime and up to 
1000 charge cycles. As with Apple’s 
other unibody laptops, the battery is 
not user replaceable, and there’s no 
charge status indicator either. 

The latest MacBook still uses 
an Intel Core 2 Duo processor, but 
bumps the speed from 2.13GHz to 
2.26GHz. And although it maintains 
the same 1066MHz frontside bus, 
the new model supports 1066MHz 
DDR3 RAM as opposed to 800MHz 
DDR2 RAM (4GB is still the supported 
RAM limit). It retains its 802.1 In and 
Bluetooth 2.1 wireless networking. 



Graphics-wise, the new MacBook 
uses the same Nvidia GeForce 9400M 
graphics processor that shares 
256MB of RAM with main memory 
(although the system RAM is faster). 
Mac mini. Updates to the Mac mini 
line of compact desktop Mac systems 
include faster processors, a doubling 
of the memory and the introduction of 
a new server configuration that trades 
an optical drive for more storage. 

The new $849 configuration 
features a 2.26GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
processor, 2GB of 1066Mhz RAM, and 
a 160GB hard drive. The new $1099 
configuration features a 2.56GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo processor, 4GB of RAM, 
and a 320GB drive. Both have NVIDIA 
GeForce 9400M graphics circuitry. 

The new $1399 Mac Mini server 
configuration has no optical drive; 
in its place is a second internal hard 
drive. The server configuration is 
powered by a 2.53GHz Core 2 Duo 
processor, and features 4GB of RAM 
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MACWORLD News 


and two 500GB drives for a total of 
one terabyte of storage. It comes with 
the Snow Leopard edition of Mac OS 
X Server preinstalled. 

Magic Mouse. Apple’s new Magic 
Mouse has a new design that, on first 
impression, you’ll either love or hate. 

The Bluetooth mouse is a two- 
button mouse, but there’s no visible 
separation between right and left. 

But it works - in five hours of use, we 
never clicked the wrong button. 

The buttons actually do click; when 
you press down, you can see and feel 
the button depress, and there’s an 
audible click that sounds authentic. 

There are no side buttons, like on 
the Mighty Mouse (now called the 
Apple Mouse), nor is there a scroll 



wheel or scroll ball button. In fact, the 
Mighty Mouse’s Expose/Dashboard 
functions are no longer present. 

Perhaps the most innovative 
feature about the Magic Mouse is the 
Multi-Touch support, which effectively 
replaces a scroll wheel or scroll ball. 
To scroll a document up, down, left 
or right, you glide your finger on the 
mouse in the appropriate direction. 
Your fingers don’t even have to be at 
the top of the mouse; you can swipe 
the area just above the logo if you 
want, and the scrolling works. 

Two-finger swiping can be used in 
iPhoto, for example, to move between 
photos. But we found it difficult to 
keep the Magic Mouse still as we 
swiped two fingers left or right. 

The Magic Mouse has a plastic 
top, and aluminium bottom with two 
plastic rails. Moving the mouse on our 
desktop with and without a mouse 
pad wasn’t smooth at all - it was a 
grating sensation. 


Apple Remote. The new $25 Apple 
Remote is longer than the original 
model and clad in aluminium to match 
the new iMacs, and still offers four 
directional buttons, a menu button, 
and a play/pause button. 

AirPort Extreme and Time Capsule. 
Apple has also quietly updated two of 
its wireless products: The $229 AirPort 
Extreme Base Station now sports 
“improvements in antenna design” 
that allegedly provide up to 50 percent 
better Wi-Fi performance and up to 25 
percent better range than before. 

Improvements to Apple’s combo 
wireless access point and NAS drive, 
Time Capsule, are even more vague. 
Apple’s website claims only that “new 
technologies in Time Capsule and 
refinements to Time Machine make 
backing up to Time Capsule using 
Snow Leopard up to 60 percent faster 
than before.” Prices are $399 for a 
1TB model and $649 for a 2TB model. 

www.apple.com.au 



iPhone 3G / 3GS ID Credit Card Cases 

Everyone knows less is more—but less with more; that's a breakthrough. The iPhone 
3G/3GS I.D. Case is the next wave in convenience for lifestyle engineers. Our stylish 
new iPhone 3G/3GS protective case features an ultra slim slot for bare necessities — 
ID, cash, debit or credit card. For heading into work or out to the club, give your wallet 
a break. Turns out sometimes, you can take it with you. 8 colors available. 

Features: 

Easily fits 2 credit card size items of your choice 

• Only 2.5 mm thicker than our slim, award-winning Barely There case 

• ez-slide™ protective film included 

• Screen protection kit included protects your iPhone 

• Access to all ports and controls 


r ^ 

BiB case-mate’ 

Distributed in Australia by 


WebEquip 


For reseller locations please see: 

^ www.webequip.com.au 
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iPhone 3G / 3GS Smooth Case 



If your iPhone 3G/3GS had a voice, this is the case it would ask for. A soft touch two piece slim 
case that just oozes with sophisticated style. 

The two piece design offers 360 degree protection while 
offering convenient access to your iPhone 3G/3G5 dock. 

When done syncing, the bottom piece easily slides back 
into place. 4 colors available 
Features: 

Smooth soft-touch finish 

Charges while in case or remove the bottom for easy 
docking 

• Screen Protection Kit Included 
Easy access to all ports and buttons 



































Bang & Olufsen has introduced the 
BeoVision 4 103in plasma TV to 
Australia, giving us the chance to 
score ultimate bragging rights - as 
long as we hand over $181,500 and 
are prepared to wait three to four 
months for one to be hand-made. 

The plasma panel is made by 
Panasonic, but the rest is pure B&O, 
from the high design by David Lewis 
to the hydraulic stand that lifts the 
TV off the floor when turned on, and 
the little camera that drops down to 
calibrate the screen. 

The aluminium-framed panel 
(below) is a Full-HD one (1920 x 1080) 
with a picture driven by the top-quality 
BeoSystem 3 processing system. 


We saw it in action at its Sydney 
launch, along with the smaller but 
just as exciting BeoVision 10 LCD TV 
(above). This is a super-slim LED- 
backlit LCD model designed to look 
like a work of art. The 40in panel and 
speaker array are housed in a clever 
split-aluminium picture frame that 
manages to look slimmer than it is 
and swings out by 45 degrees in one 
direction on a hideaway bracket. 

The Full HD panel has a superb 
picture and sound, looks quite 
amazing and should be a big-seller for 
B&O among those with about $12,000 
to spare. 

www.bang-olufsen.com 




i can see clearly now 
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Designed for Mac users you can 
now capture Full HD Video at true 
2 megapixel resolution. 


Get the clearest, sharpest video with the 
aGent vivid supersensor 5 layer german 
glass lens wrapped in a stunning brushed 
or polished steel encasing. 




iMac Clip Photographic lens 
adaptor (optional) 


Designed for Mac products with 
MacBook and iMac clips as standard 

Available in brushed or polished steel. 

In-built digital USB mic for audio clarity 

Optional tripod and professional 
photography lens adaptor. 

BUY 1 GET 
2nd HALF PRICE 
Visit us online and follow the 
MacWorld links to find out more. 


Find a stockist or buy online from 


www.macworld.com.au 


www.liquiddigital.com.au 
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iANTIVIRUS 

www.iantivirus.com 

SECURITY 


COOLIRIS 1.10 

www.cooliris.com 

WEB 


DESKCOVER 2.0 

www.danicsoft.com 

UTILITY 


PC Tools’ iAntiVirus has a deliberately narrow 
focus: it sets its sights solely on the small 
amount of Mac malware that’s out there. If 
you’re more concerned about those types of 
Mac-specific threats on your personal Mac than 
about passing along Windows viruses to your 
friends, iAntiVirus is worth installing. It’s free 
(for personal use), it scans many files quickly, 
and it’s not resource-intensive. Price: Free 


Cooliris is a handy browser plug-in that 
lets you see images and video content in 
a full-screen interactive 3D ‘wall’ view. 

When visiting a supported website - such 
as Facebook, Picasa, YouTube and Flickr- 
Cooliris takes over your screen, displaying 
the page’s image and video content. It’s an 
‘infinite’ wall, which means you don’t have to 
click from page to page. Price: Free 



DeskCover adds a customisable background 
behind the icons on your desktop. You 
specify the colour to fill behind the desktop 
icons, whether to use a gradient fade, the 
colour and thickness of the borderline at the 
edge of the filled-in area, and the edge of the 
screen to which to anchor the fill colour. If 
you create or delete an icon row, the size of 
the background automatically adjusts itself. 
Price: Payment requested 



PORT MAP 1.3.1 

www.codingmonkeys.de 

NETWORKING 


Port Map is a simple front end to your 
Universal Plug and Play router’s port¬ 
mapping feature. (AirPort base stations do 
not support UPnP) When you need to open 
a port to the outside world, click on the + 
icon to create a new mapping, enter the 
port number you’d like to open, provide a 
meaningful name (eg, Web Cam), and click 
on Add Mapping. Simple. Price: Free 


« O O Port Map on 192.168.1.66 

® 173.50.235.4 

UPnP - NETCEAR WNR3500 300 Mbps Wireless Ro... 

Active Description Local Port Desired Port Public Port 

WCTT Web Server 8080 8080 e 8080 


WebCam 7080 7080 7080 


+ http://173.50.235.4:7080 All UPnP Mapt 


MACGOURMET 2.4.1 

www.advenio.com 

DATABASE 


Recipe geeks who need a place to store, 
organise, and categorise current and potential 
meals, look no further than MacGourmet. 
From the program’s recipe-box metaphor to 
its interface themes, plug-in architecture, 
automatic import functions, and smart 
searching, this is one of the most versatile 
and extendable programs available for any 
cook. Price: US$24.95 (about $27) 



CAMERAS 

www.flexibits.com 

PHOTOGRAPHY 


Mac OS X can automatically open iPhoto, 
Aperture, or another program whenever you 
connect your digital camera or media card 
to your Mac, but not everyone likes this 
behaviour. If you’d prefer to handle each 
device differently, try Flexibits’ Cameras. 
You can set it up so that iPhoto launches 
when you connect your point-and-shoot 
camera but Aperture launches when you 
plug in your DSLR - or any other action 
you’d like. Price: Free 
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www.potionfactory.com 

iTUNES 


www.qu-s.eu 

PRODUCTIVITY 


Tangerine helps you create tempo-based iTunes playlists by 
determining the beats per minute and beat intensity of all the songs 
in your iTunes library. An incredibly helpful tool for DJs and music 
mash-up remixers, it shows you which songs have tempos within 
similar ranges and which feature more driving beats, so you can easily 
create cohesive playlists. 

Simply launch Tangerine 
to view your library in 
the iTunes-like interface, 
and the app will start 
analysing your songs, 
displaying each one’s 
BPM and beat intensity. 

Price: US$24.95 
(about $27) 



The Qu-s (pronounced ’cues') sticky-note utility runs on the desktop, 
so it’s always viewable. Use it to note a phone number, jot down a 
grocery list, or assemble a list of your favourite websites. But there’s 
more - hidden beneath the sticky notes you’ll find a useful project 
manager. Notes ‘stick’ to 
the desktop, in varying 
degrees of opacity, even 
when you switch to another 
application. There are 
some stability problems, 
browser-compatibility 
issues and early-release 
bugs, however. 

Price: US$16.95 
(about $19) 




Premier speech recognition for Mac 05 X 


MacSpeech 


Dictate 


www.macspeech.com.au 


Available from Apple and other fine Macintosh retailers. 

Distributed by MacSense Australia, www.macsense.com.au/macspeech_dictate 
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APP GUIDE 


iPhone and iPod touch software that’s caught our eye. 


FUN 


REFERENCE 


It’s spring, and what do you do in 
spring? That’s right-you fire up 
the barbie. And the best way to do 
it on fire-ban days is with equinux’s 
Barbecue app. Strike a match, get the 
coals hot and slap on a steak, ribs, 
snag, kebab or ear of corn. Double-tap 
to turn it until done, then serve it with 
a beer - and serve the meal to a friend 
via Mail, Twitter or Facebook! Great fun, 
and a complete waste of time. 

Price: $1.19 



The CIA World Factbook is one of the 
most comprehensive and accurate 
country-by-country references you’ll 
find. We used to get it as a book on 
order from the CIA, then online and 
now on your iPhone. There are a few 
apps that use the CIA data, but this is 
our favourite. It has all the data you 
need - from geography and economy 
to people and military - plus flags 
and maps, presented nicely. 

Price: $1.19 



CONVERSION 


REFERENCE 


Paragon Software Group’s Handy 
Converter is an all-in-one conversion 
application providing foreign 
exchange data for over 30 currencies 
and units of area, length, power, size, 
speed, temperature, volume, and 
weight. It’s easy to navigate and use, 
though the interface is a little dull - 
unlike tap tap tap’s Convert. It has 
language support for English, French, 
German, Italian, Russian and Spanish. 
Price: $5.99 
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Great for journalists and designers, 
WhatTheFont can identify any font 
in a matter of minutes. Take a photo 
of a font in a magazine or anywhere 
else, crop it to size and upload it to 
MyFonts. It comes back with a chart 
guessing what characters are on the 
photo. You accept, correct or reject 
these, then tap ‘Identify’ and WTF 
gives you a list of the most accurate 
matches. It works really well. 

Price: Free 
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REFERENCE 


WEB 


One of the handiest apps you can 
download, Yellow Pages works just 
like the online version - you search for 
a name or business type in a certain 
area, or the app finds your current 
location and asks if it can be used. The 
results page shows name, address, 
a map and phone number - but no 
websites. You can call by touching the 
phone number, or get a route map and 
turn-by-turn directions. 

Price: Free 



Yellow Pages OQ 


Yellow Pages 3.15km 

QV. 222 Lonsdale St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

Q 1800 006 912 


Get Directions 



Website managers and bloggers who 
want a centralised way to keep tabs 
on basic Web stats should turn to this 
statistics aggregator, which supports 
Twitter and Google Analytics, 
hosting services Feedburner and 
Squarespace, and the self-hosted 
statistics package Mint. Rather than 
clutter your screen with complex 
stats, Ego displays the numbers you 
need, colour-coded by category. 
Price: $2.49 
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All apps available from 
Apple’s App Store through 
iTunes or directly from your 
iPhone or iPod touch. 


PHOTOCALC WIFITRAK 

PHOTOGRAPHY NETWORKING 


Essentially a photographer’s 
toolbox, PhotoCalc provides 
four widgets - a depth-of- 
field calculator, a lighting 
indicator, an exposure- 
reciprocation tool, and a 
flash exposure utility-that 
do the primary calculations 
for you. It also includes 
a reference library with a 
glossary of terms, commonly 
used filters, the zone system, 
and the Sunny 16 rule. This 
stunningly accurate tool will 
be a nice addition to your 
camera bag. Price: $3.99 



Not everyone will need this 
wireless network finder. But 
if you use an iPod touch or if 
you frequent areas with good 
Wi-Fi coverage, WifiTrak’s 
presentation will impress 
you. Colour-coded icons tell 
you at a glance whether a 
network is open or locked. 
The networks are listed from 
most usable (open, not 
redirected, strong signal) 
to least usable, and you 
have the ability to specify a 
minimum signal strength. 
Price: $1.19 


iPod 11:56 AM C* 


WifiTrak 


6 gberg* 

Strength: 5 Channel: 2 Open 

0 Anya Haley 

Strongth: 65 Channol: 6 WPA2 

0 Ceasar 

Strongth: 11 Channol: 11 WPA 

0 STEPHEN 

Strength: 11 Channol: 11 WEP 

G TFN 

Strength: 7 Channol: 6 WPA2 

0 gshome 

Strength: 3 Channol: 9 WEP 
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Reseller 
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Shared Calenders 
Shared Contacts 
Mail Server 
File Server 
VPN Server 
Anti-Virus 
iPhone Compatible 
Offsite Backups 
Unlimited users 



Bundle Includes: 


Apple Mac Mini with Snow 
Leopard Server 

2.53GHz Core 2 Duo / 4GB RAM / 
Dual 500GB Drives 
19" LCD, Keyboard + Mouse 
APC 700Va UPS Battery Backup 
1 Year offsite backup 
email catchment 
Western Digital My Passport 
500GB Portable Hard Drive 


Terms and Conditions apply to all offers. 

Valid until December 31st or While Stocks Last I E&OE 

All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. * Installation not included - contact US for a quote 


Shops 1 & 4 

241 Commonwealth Street 
Surry Hills NSW 2010 


P 02 9281 4444 
F 02 9281 8744 
E sales@maccentre.co 


Authorised 
Service Provider 
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bit.ly/MGLamw9101 

bit.ly/mglamw9102 

-_ / ^ 

One ning to rule them all 



When you use 
collaboration services 
you go beyond ‘just 
publishing’ to creating 
new knowledge.” 


I n 2008, at an international meeting 
of One to One laptop schools, the 
group decided that it needed some 
form of collaborative space. Within 
minutes we had multiple mailing 
lists, a brace of blogs, a welter of 
wikispaces and a number of nings. 

Wikispaces, ning, pbworks, 
eduwiki and wetpaint are all 
examples of collaborative wiki 
services available free (or free-ish) 
to educators and students. Add to 
these the blogging facilities from 
gaggle, wordpress, edublogs, private 
listservers, bulletin boards and the 
likes of googledocs and we end up 
with a potential heap of hurt as this 
amount of choice can add confusion 
and adoption reluctance. 

Not only are we spoilt for choice, 
we’re spoilt for access in a lot of 
instances: Schools will block access 
or we have the silly situation where, 
due to the different types of services 
needed, students have as many login 
accounts as Facebook friends. 

Lastly, there is the ‘disappearing 
data’ issue to contend with - where 
your data, entrusted to ‘the cloud’, 
vapourises like a politician’s promise. 
Don’t think this could happen? Check 
out the recent story on the Microsoft/ 
Danger/Sidekick issue (see Hot 
Links). 

Wouldn’t it be nice if all these 
‘nings’ could be woven into one, 
coherent whole? 

I wrote on the Leopard 
collaborative server in the July issue 
of Australian Macworld, and have 
been using it extensively, from its 
almost embarrassing fledging until 
its re-birth as Snow Leopard, where 
things are a lot tidier. 

Its appeal lies in the ability to 
aggregate - bringing all those 
disparate services into one - and 


its security, which is important for 
network managers worried about 
exposing their institution to risk. 

If the manager allows it, any 
user can now create and manage 
a wiki with an associated blog, 
calendar and mailing list. This 
‘power to the people’ approach 
began in 10.5 with the release of 
an application called Directory. This 
was confusing and, as it turns out, 
unnecessary - users now do all their 
creation and configuration with a 
simple web interface. 

This multiplicity of services is 
ideally suited to project management, 
particularly the sorts of management 
needed for Apple’s ‘new thing’: 
Challenge Based Learning, outlined in 
last month’s column. 

Any provision of services is a 
necessary, but not sufficient, condition 


for learning experiences - kids will 
also need help to organise information 
into knowledge. 

I’d be guessing quite a few 
teachers may need to rethink their 
organisation as well. Wikis, and 
most of our information resources 
nowadays, are a curious admixture 
of hierarchical organisation and a 
more organic ‘tagging’ - new to those 
brought up on the Dewey or Library of 
Congress classification systems. 

Leopard has a free text and 
author search, a ‘find by tagging’ and 
‘marking pages as favourite’ approach 
to accessing material, although 
Apple’s documentation of these is still 
quite dense and opaque. 

When you use the collaboration 
services of Leopard, you go beyond 
‘just publishing’ to creating new 
knowledge, and here’s where the 
interesting stuff happens. 

As teachers, we often talk about 
bringing the ‘real world’ into our 
learning experiences and it doesn’t 
get much more real than having up 
to 25 people tasked with a problem, 
breaking it into digestible chunks, 
documenting their progress and 
reporting their findings - a member 
of a school, or any committee, will 
attest to that. 

Apple’s deployment guide 
gives several examples of how 
collaboration services can be used 
in learning, including the partitioning 
of activities to suit wiki, blog or 
mailing list and tagging suggestions 
to make finding and communicating 
simpler. 

As Tolkien’s one ring controlled 
the other nine rings of power, the 
Leopard server’s ‘one ning’ provides 
the educator with a single, powerful 
entity to enhance their learning 
experience design. ^ 
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Introducing Blackbox - a new range of Noise Cancellation Headphones 

Blackbox is the new range of headphones from Phitek Systems, world leader 
in noise cancellation technology. With full range stereo sound and patented ANR 
technology which effectively removes 85% of background noise, the Blackbox 
Ml 0 Headphone offers a premium listening experience at a very attractive price. 



M1 □ $274.95 

Sound Thinking 


For more information on the Blackbox range of premium noise cancelling headphones 
and earphones, visit: www.blackboxonline.com. Available online and from Streetwise, Mac 1, 
Duty Free Stores Australia and other selected retailers. For sales enquiries please 
contact Audion Innovision on 1300 300 364, email sales@audion-mm.com or 
visit www.audion-mm.com/blackbox.html. 
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ONLINE 

BACKUP 

SERVICES 



GLENN FLEISEIMAN reviews seven web services that 
let you back up files and restore them from anywhere. 
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B ackups work best when you have multiple copies, at 
least one of which is both current and off-site. 

OS X’s Time Machine feature, plus the availability 
of high-capacity, low-cost hard drives, make it possible for 
you to back up regularly and rotate drives through backup 
sets, storing a full backup safely away from the source data. 

But what about when the worst happens? When fire 
strikes, a lightning bolt fries your computers and backup 
drives, or a burglar makes off with the goods? A drive stored 
off-site helps - but the files stored on it are out of date the 
second you unplug it and haul it away. An online backup 
service can be the perfect addition to your backup plan. 

With large amounts of storage available at a low cost or 
even for free, and with today’s faster internet connections, 
backing up online has become more viable. Online backup 
providers also add depth to your archives, since most store 
data in such a way that you can retrieve several - or even 
several hundred - previous versions of a modified file. 

Here’s a look at seven services with Mac software for 
managing automated backups. All US prices have been 
rounded up to the Australian dollar, but the conversion rate 
is constantly changing. 

HOW THEY WORK 

All the hosted backup services we looked at use Mac 
software to synchronise data on one or more of your 


computers with their hard drives and services elsewhere 
on the internet. All support OS X 10.4, 10.5, and 10.6 (all 
except for Carbonite, which supports just 10.4 and 10.5). All 
support Windows, and some support Linux. 

Your initial backup requires that you upload every byte 
of data. The services store your data on massive server 
farms that might have hundreds or thousands of terabytes 
of storage capacity. Companies provide few details about 
where and how they store data. Jungle Disk is unique in 
relying on cloud-based metered storage, offering a choice 
between Rackspace and Amazon’s S3. 

After the initial backup, all the services are cleverly 
efficient about sending changes. Rather than re-uploading a 
file the software on your computer breaks a file into pieces, 
and then creates a mathematical summary of each piece. 

The program compares the summary to what’s stored on the 
server and then transfers only changed or new pieces. 

That process also allows you to reconstruct an older 
version of a file using a base file, with any subsequent 
changes patched on top, to reach the version you want. 
These updates are also typically compressed for speed. 

Most of the services let you specify that deleted files be 
removed immediately from the backup or retained as part of 
stored older versions, forever or for a number of days. 

Every service has its limitations regarding how it finds, 
packages, encrypts, compresses, uploads and receives 
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a Q O CrashPlan 

CRASH PLAN 


Backup 


Restore files for computer 1 Clennf-Mac-Pro (this computer) ■ i | 


6? Restore 


From backup destination: CrashPlan Central 100% (IS minutes ago) _JM 


Q Settings 
® History 
& Friends 
-O Destinations 


Find files to restore by name or select from list below. 



Name 


Size last Backed Up 

n 

▼ More Bits 

7/9/09 6:05 PM 

n 

► 

font 

7/14/09 3:00 AM 

n 

► 

Users 

7/9/09 6:05 PM 

n 

► 

'incoming 

7/13/09 11:10 PM 



O Display deleted files 


Translate your financials 
into Cash Flow With Rosetta 
Financials’" for 
Entrepreneurs 


Restore the most recent \ersion to a folder (Desktop ) and rename any existing files. 

Restore 



= (DO 

4S minutes remaining© 

To do 792 files (1.8 CB) 

Completed 27 files (S5.0 MB) £> S.S Mbps 
Destination Users > glenn > Desktop 

Receiving Users > glenn > Movies ...la > MVI_0483.mov (S3*) 


above. CrashPlan 
Central: With 
competitive pricing, 
easy-to-use Mac 
software, and 
access to multiple 
destinations 
integrated in one 
package, CrashPlan 
Central is a great 
option. 


changed files. When we tested each service on a cable 
internet connection that regularly tops 5 mbps upstream, 
each was able to store several gigabytes overnight. 

PRICING 

Backup service providers follow one of two pricing schemes: 
flat-rate storage or per-gigabyte (metered) storage. Only 
Jungle Disk and SpiderOak are metered. Flat-rate services 
charge a set rate per Mac and have unlimited storage, while 
metered services allow an unlimited number of computers 
access to a pool of data. iDrive is an exception, offering 
150GB for up to five computers for a flat monthly rate. 

The flat-rate providers typically charge about US$5 
(about $6) per computer on a monthly basis, although 
several allow advance payment for a year or more at a time, 
or offer a discounted yearly option. 


CrashPlan Central offers a rate of US$100 (about $110) 
a year for an unlimited number of computers storing 
unlimited data. It’s cheaper for two Macs than all its flat- 
rate competitors, and much cheaper for more than two. 

Jungle Disk charges US$2 (about $2.20) per month for 
using its software, and it passes along online storage costs. 
Jungle Disk’s parent company, Rackspace, charges 15 
US cents (about 16c) per gigabyte of storage per month, as 
does Amazon S3. Amazon charges additional fees for data 
transfers in and out, as well as for requests. (See Amazon’s 
S3 page at aws.amazon.com/s3 for details.) SpiderOak has 
a flat rate of US$10 (about $11) per month, or $100 (about 
$110) per year, per 100GB of storage. 

SELECTING AND EXCLUDING FILES 

The biggest difference among all the hosted backup 
services is in how you select files. The most obvious 
starting point is the ability to select hard drives and flash 
drives. All of the services but Carbonite let you select any 
locally connected drive. 

Several services also let you back up any network- 
mounted volume that’s available via the desktop. Apart 
from CrashPlan Central, the flat-rate services won’t let you 
back up such volumes; IDrive, Jungle Disk, and SpiderOak 
allow it, although the latter two require that you navigate 
to the Volumes directory to reach those drives. 

The idiosyncrasies of each service really surface when 
it comes to choosing files to back up. Backblaze lets 
you select only drives, and relies on an exclusion setup 
to remove items from the backup. By contrast, Jungle 
Disk has extraordinarily finely detailed settings. Several 
packages let you avoid backing up files above a certain 
size, too. 

MozyHome appears to be unique in using Spotlight for 
both preset selection options (such as all your applications’ 




3 HOW WE TESTED 

Testing seven online backup services isn’t 
for the fainthearted. I did the tests in the US, 
using an internet connection that had listed 
rates of 15 mbps downstream and 2 mbps 
upstream but frequently provided far higher 
rates, we installed each package and 
selected at least 10GB of files for backup 
(and up to 100GB in some cases). We used 
the services for a few weeks (in the case of 
CrashPlan Central and MozyHome, I had 
been using them for months and years, 
respectively). We examined large current 
backup sets and performed other tests, 
including restoring backed-up files. 


Backblaze j 

w: ft 

Backblaze, www.backblaze.com 

Pros Easy to get started; handy 
bandwidth test 

Cons No end-time schedules; 
complex exclusion process 

RRP Unlimited storage, US$5 
(about $5.50) per month, per 
computer 


Carbonite 

^ CARB&NITE 

Carbonite, www.carbonite.com 

Pros Basic backup and restore 
operations. 

Cons Limited throttle control; no 
scheduling option 

RRP 15-day trial, free; unlimited 
storage, US$55 (about $60) per 
year, per computer 
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preferences) and new selections based on a Spotlight search. 
Excluding files is a tedious process in most programs. 

Almost all the software we looked at uses a hierarchical 
selection method in which you choose a folder and all 
nested folders. To exclude a nested item in some packages, 
you must click down several levels, find the item, and 
uncheck a box next to it. 

HOW OFTEN, HOW FAST? 

Upstream internet bandwidth is a precious commodity, as is 
your computer’s processing power. The software packages 
we tested all allow various ways to throttle upstream (and 
sometimes downstream) bandwidth use, but most have poor 
controls for scheduling backups. 

Most of the software lets you choose some of these 
parameters: time of day to start or stop making backups, 
number of minutes of idle time before starting a backup, 
amount of processor power to use while backing up, 
bandwidth limits for upstream traffic, and backup 
frequency. 

Some of the programs start backups when your computer 
is idle, using the minutes of inactivity and/or CPU usage as 
a guideline to determine when to start backing up or go full 
speed ahead. Some software also lets you set a maximum 
percentage of CPU usage. 

No two backup packages offer the same options. And 
unlike desktop software, online backup software other than 
Jungle Disk doesn’t allow you to schedule different sets of 
backup files - if, for instance, you want to archive a critical 
set of folders every four hours but upload music and movies 
only on weekends. 

No package lets you set what should be a perfectly 
common and reasonable schedule: back up outside work 
hours and on weekends for office systems, and back up 
during work hours and overnight at home. 


CrashPlan Central 

m & 

CrashPlan, www.crashplan.com 

Pros Good pricing; easy to use; 
multiple integration 

Cons No multiple-backup-set 
selection 

RRP 30-day trial, free; unlimited 
storage, US$54 (about $60) per 
year for one computer or US$100 
(about $110) per year for two or 
more computers 


iDrive ^ 

\m ® 

Pro Softnet, www.idrive.com 

Pros Finder-mountable drive 

Cons Confusing interface; poor 
scheduling tool 

RRP 2GB, free; 150GB, US$5 
(about $5.50) per month or 
US$50 (about $55) per year for 
up to five computers 



3 first backup 

STRATEGY 


Even if you have a 10- to 20-mbps upstream 
connection, a large data set takes a long 
time to back up. To get started, consider the 
staging method. 

First, create a set of critical data that’s under 
a few gigabytes. Wait until that set is backed 
up. Next, add gigabytes of data iteratively, 
sweeping a larger and larger net, adding 
a new selection only after the previous 
backup is complete. During that time, the 
incremental backups will keep your critical 
files up-to-date. 

Finally, include all the files you want. By 
staging backups, you can be sure that you 
aren’t still backing up initial files weeks into 
the process. 



SpiderOak lets you set days of the week, but the schedule 
is the same for each and doesn’t include a stop time. With 
Jungle Disk, you could set up multiple identical backup sets 
with different schedules to achieve the effect. 

Carbonite lacks the ability to schedule backups, and 
Backblaze can’t set an end time; neither monitors a Mac for 
activity. Carbonite automatically throttles back when the Mac 
is in use, but you can’t change its notion of what ‘in use’ is. 

Both Backblaze and Carbonite can be set to a vague 
lower-priority mode, too. Carbonite’s control is simply 
Lower Priority; Backblaze and SpiderOak at least let you 
specify network bandwidth. SpiderOak lets you specify only 
a start time, not a stop time. 

Backblaze offers the unique option of testing your 
connection via its website, which then reports the maximum 
amount of data you could send per day at the current 
unthrottled rate. 

The other services let you set a specific network speed for 
uploading files; Jungle Disk lets you set the downstream rate 
as well. CrashPlan can halt backups, running only during a 
specified period, while IDrive and MozyHome allow throttling 
to a lower bandwidth rate only outside defined backup 
periods during idle times. You can throttle to a veiy low rate, 
but you can’t halt backups. 

All seven services have room for improvement in 
scheduling. None of the services can prioritise backups 
based on a goal size for a month either, which can be an 
issue when dealing with bandwidth caps. 

PROTECTING BACKUPS 

Each storage company has various security protocols in its 
software and on its servers to prevent unauthorised access. 


www.macworld.com.au 


AMW December 2009 029 











MACWORLD Feature 



All except IDrive and Jungle Disk first encrypt data on your 
computer using their software, whether it’s the first backup 
of a file or an incremental piece. Most services then use 
128-bit SSL/TLS, the same encryption used to transfer data 
for secure Web transactions. 

In IDrive’s case, the company uses SSL/TLS for transfer, 
and then encrypts data when it arrives on the server. 

Jungle Disk uses secure transport, but makes file encryption 
optional. (No hacker has managed to breach 128-bit SSL/ 
TLS, which would affect world banking and e-commerce.) 


Backblaze, CrashPlan Central, Jungle Disk, MozyHome, and 
SpiderOak all offer one more level of protection: you can 
set your own password to encrypt files on your computer. 
The service then has no idea what your password is, and 
no cracker or other party can decrypt your files. Lose this 
key and, just as with an encryption key for your desktop 
password, you’re hosed. 

SpiderOak requires you to have your own password; 
Jungle Disk optionally offers encryption, in which case you 
must use your own key. CrashPlan Central not only lets you 
use a password but also a public key, which is ostensibly far 
more difficult to obtain or crack than a password. 

Account passwords remain the weakest link. Someone 
who obtains your account name and password can either 
download client software or use websites or locally mounted 
drives to retrieve your files. 

RECOVERING DATA 

When you need to recover data, most services offer several 
ways to restore a file or a volume. All but Backblaze let you 
select files via the desktop software. All but IDrive let you 
pull down files from the website when you’re logged in to 
your account; Carbonite lets you retrieve only a single file 
at a time via the web. 

IDrive and Jungle Disk also let you mount the backup on 
the desktop, and you can use the Finder to browse and copy 
files, folders, or the whole volume. 

While all except Carbonite offer an archive of older 
document versions, only a few make choosing the version 
you want easy. Backblaze and MozyHome make you select 
a snapshot date from a pop-up menu to access versions. 
Downstream rates seemed to be constrained more by the 
amount of time a service took to piece together restored files 
- sometimes instantly, sometimes with long but reasonable 
waits - than by bandwidth. To make sure eveiything is 


Jungle Disk 

mm^ # 

Jungle Disk, jungledisk.com 


MozyHome 

MW 



SpiderOak 

mw 


Mozy, www.mozy.com 


SpiderOak, www.spideroak.com 


Pros Good selection and exclu¬ 
sion; Finder-mountable volumes 

Cons Options can be confusing; 
metered cost for all S3 actions 

RRP$2 (about $2.20) per 
month, plus 15 US cents (about 
16c) per GB per month for 
storage; additional transfer fees 
for S3 


Pros Terrific initial backup; 
simple approach 

Cons Unwieldy controls and 
status windows; restore software 
failed on one computer 

RRP 2GB, free; unlimited storage, 
US$5 (about $5.50) per month, 
per computer 


Pros None 

Cons High CPU usage; 
weak scheduling; pricing is 
comparatively high 

RRP Price: 2GB, free; each 
100GB, US$10 (about $11) per 
month or US$100 (about $110) 
per year 
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NHEISER 


Backup service providers 
follow one of two pricing 
schemes: flat-rate storage 
or per-gigabyte storage.” 


running smoothly, set yourself a reminder to test the service 
periodically by retrieving a modest-sized set of files - perhaps 
100 files totalling a few gigabytes. 

And for safety’s sake - in case an online storage site 
goes belly-up or fails to pay its hefty bandwidth bill - you 
should also back up at home. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Price and ease 
of use are the primary issues when it comes to choosing an 
online backup service. CrashPlan Central gets the highest 
marks for interface design, simplicity, options, and cost for 
two or more computers. It also adds desktop and personal 
remote backup in the same software at no extra cost. (An 
upgrade adds a handful of features for desktop backup.) 

For people who want to mount a backup drive locally, 
who want more precise control over every aspect of backup, 



and who have relatively small backup sets, Jungle Disk 


provides all the options, albeit with some odd software. For 


50GB of stored backups, the cost is US$7.50 (about $8.20) 
in storage; for very large backup sets, an unlimited option is 
the only real choice. ^ 


r i 

3 PROS AND CONS 

Online backups have some positive things 
going for them - but they also have some 
drawbacks. Here are a few things to keep in 
mind. 

PROS: Off-site storage without the fuss 
of rotating drives; can be set to constantly 
update even minor changes; enforces having 
at least one additional copy of files; provides 
peace of mind for regional natural disasters, 
which could damage on-site and off-site 
computers and drives. 

CONS: Moderate to long delays in restores; 
without a personal encryption password, 
the compromising of company data could 
reveal private info; far more expensive over 
the course of a year than a local backup; a 
backup service provider’s sudden demise 


Put your. . . 

music into . 

Overdrive! 


You have hundreds if not thousands of your favourite 
songs loaded onto your media player, ready to play at the 
touch of a button. Your range of music is varied to the 
extent that you have created a multitude of play lists to 
suit any moment. 


For this reason Sennheiser has created a wide range of 
in-ear phones offering superb sound wherever you are; 
or for that matter whatever you're doing. The CX300 
MK II is one of our most popular models; it allows you to 
experience your music at a whole new level. Perhaps it's 
time to put your music into overdrive! 


www.sennheiser.com.au 


For your nearest authorised dealer in: 

Australia: Free Call 1800 648 628 | Emailsales@syntec.com.au 
New Zealand: Free Call 0800 100 755 | Email sales@syntec.co.nz 


could render your current and archival 
backups permanently unreachable. 
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Now, hear this 


I Hotgnks 

www.macsense.com.au 

www.macspeech.com.au 

-_ 


D on’t slew your words and 
spit dearly. Now, there’s a 
challenge. Surprisingly, tow, 
earning to work with MacSpeech 
Dictate is not a tall difficult. 

And there you have it. A good 
example of how dictation software 
can’t understand what you are 
saying in the same way that a 
human being can. This is why you 
spend a few minutes, or longer if 
necessary, teaching the software 
to understand you. 

To be fair, I went back and 
changed some words in the first 
paragraph just for fun while using 
speech-to-text converter MacSpeech 
Dictate, which actually did a very 
good job of understanding exactly 
what I did say. Not always the case 
for the words that follow. 

The words you are now reading 
were spoken, not typed. Or at least, 
mostly spoken. The problem, you 
see, is learning to think about what 
you are about to say in order that 
Dictate can latch on to your words. 
Thinking before you open your 
mouth. That’s the challenge. The 
software is entirely capable of the 
task. It’s the user who needs the 
training. Clarity is key. 

It comes as no surprise that when 
I hear people singing the praises 
of Dictate they do so with a suave 
manner to their diction. 

Keith White, whom many of you 
know as a former Australian Macworld 
columnist, now its podcast producer 
and host, is one such person with a 
nicely timbred radio voice who finds 
using dictation a great way to get 
through the day. 

I, however, find it a bit more of a 
challenge. Keith, who has heard first¬ 
hand the manner of my speech, could 
tell you why. 


But this ain’t about me. I can still 
fire off a yarn at about 80 words per 
minute with reasonable accuracy and 
so turning to speech-to-text software 
isn’t something I’m about to do 
any time soon, though with the first 
signs of ageing in my fingers I can 
appreciate that users with less nimble 
digits - indeed those users whose 
finger function is sorely compromised 
- would find MacSpeech Dictate a 
gift from heaven. 

While I haven’t had the benefit 
of using Dictate for long enough to 
become truly proficient, it is clear 
that you don’t need to be a software 
genius to get the hang of it. Even in 
the space of my short time with it, 
coming to grips with the intricacies 
of converting speech to text was 
largely painless. 

Dictate’s support files chewed 
up about 1GB of disk space. Its 
system footprint was surprisingly 
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MacSpeech 

Dictate 

Speech Recognition for Mac OS X 


Think it. Speak it. Create it. 


Those users whose finger function 
is sorely compromised would find 
MacSpeech Dictate a gift from heaven.” 


light, running typically at about 30 
per cent of CPU and about 220MB 
of RAM, leaving plenty of room for 
other activity. 

There was a direct correlation 
between the length of a spoken 
sentence, the pressure put on 
the CPU, and the accuracy of 
the translation. Which means? 

Best results are achieved through 
speaking in short, clear bursts. 

Not a big ask seeing how you are 
likely to be measuring your words 
carefully in any case. 

MacSpeech Dictate, now at 
version 1.5.6, has been upgraded 


for Snow Leopard. It’s priced at $299 
including a Plantronics headset, 
which is quality kit and comes with a 
required USB adaptor for the mic and 
headphones, so you’ll need a spare 
USB port to accommodate it. Also, 
you will need an Intel Mac to use it, 
running OS X 10.5.6 or later. 

MacSpeech Dictate must surely 
be a consideration for any user with 
a disability and for such a user it 
would far exceed being the mere 
convenience that it is to able-bodied 
types. It would be liberating. Those 
who simply find typing too difficult will 
be similarly served, 
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Organise Your Mac 


With the latest products from Try and Byte 



Also holds the Mac Mini! 


Twelve South BackPack 
$49.95 RRP 

This tiny shelf is out of sight 






Bluelounge CableBox Mini 
$39.95 RRP 

Keep accessory cables tidy and 
dust free 

Larger CableBox is also available for 
$59 RRP 


Twelve South BookArc 
$89.95 RRP 

Turn your laptop into a desktop 



Bluelounge CableDrop 
$19.95 RRP 

Multi-purpose cable clips 



Bluelounge Refresh 
$119.95 RRP 

Charging station for 3 or more 
devices with: 2x iPod / iPhone, 
lx mini-USB, lx micro-USB plugs 
and 2x USB ports 


Try and Byte products are 
available from all good Apple 
resellers and Apple retail/online 
stores. 

For assistance in locating our 
products visit our website or 
give us a call. 








E&Of. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. Prices do not include detacecy. Images lot illustration purposes only. 




Products Distributed by 


TRY&BYTE 


Unit 17,6-8 Herbert St, St Leonards NSW 2065 
Tel (02) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 

www.tryandbyte.com.au 

info@tryandbyte.com.au 

























MACWORLD Play 



THE BLUEPRINT 3 

By Jay-Z 

RocNation/Warner 


This is Jay-Z’s 11 th studio album, and also his 11 th to 
reach the No.1 spot on the Billboard charts - beating 
Elvis Presley’s record. Eleven guests make appearances 
here, including Empire of the Sun’s Luke Steele and 
Rihanna. While the album has some highlights (like Run 
This Town), it feels somehow self-indulgent. - DB 



WALKING ON A DREAM 

By Empire of the Sun 
EMI Music 


Expect to see far more of electro-fantasy-pop royalty Luke 
Steele and Nick Littlemore - from The Sleepy Jackson 
and P’Nau - in their Adam Ant-meets-Kublai Khan gear 
over the next year. Hot from their 11 -nomination ARIA 
Award success, they’re next headed to Phillip Island on 
January 1 and Tassie on January 9. The album is retro, 
futuristic and way out there. And very slick. - DB 




WAKE IN FRIGHT 

Madman 


The best Aussie movie you’ve never heard 
of. Wake in Fright is an absolute classic 
that, for some reason, doesn’t have the 
popular acclaim it should. Now recovered 
from a container marked “For Destruction” 
in Pittsburgh and restored, it concerns a 
frustrated school teacher who falls prey 
to grog, two-up and rednecks in a remote 
mining town. Disturbing and tense, it’s a 
must-buy. - DB 


MTV: UNPLUGGED 

By Katy Perry 
Capitol Records 


Carrying on the great tradition of MTV: Unplugged is Katy 
Perry, who gives surprisingly fresh arrangements of/ 
Kissed a Girl, Waking Up in Vegas, Thinking of You, Ur So 
Gay and Lost. Rounding out the set are two new songs - 
the original Brick By Brick and a cover of the Fountains of 
Wayne song Hackensack. Perry doesn’t have a wonderful 
voice, but she's quite magical to listen to here. - DB 





FREAK CONTROLLER 

By Salmonella Dub 
Virgin/EMI Music 


The Kiwi drum ‘n’ bass-meets-reggae crew is back with 
a seventh studio album delivering an exciting, entrancing 
mix of reggae, dub, hip-hop and drum ’n’ bass. From 
the roots-true Rhythm and Pattern to the trance of A Flirty 
Black Man and the D&B of Restless Soul, the album 
keeps it interesting and, well, fun. - DB 



SNOW WHITE AND THE 
SEVEN DWARVES 

Walt Disney Studios Home 
Entertainment 


“The one that started it all” in 1937 has 
returned given state-of-the-art technology 72 
years later. This Diamond Edition is a three- 
disc Blu-ray plus DVD package featuring 
a swag of extra content, plus stunning 
high-definition video and audio. Honestly, no 
fairytale has ever looked or sounded as good. 
Also available as a two-disc DVD set. - DB 
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STAR TREK 

Paramount 


PLATFORM: Mac PUBLISHER: Feral Interactive 


This is an amazing release of a stunning 
movie. The Star Trek Blu-ray pack not only 
has two discs containing the movie and 
three hours of bonus features, but a third 
disc holds a digital copy of the movie you 
can import to iTunes and watch on your 
Mac, iPhone, iPod or Apple TV. And in a 
home entertainment first, there’s also a 3D 
holographic tour of the USS Enterprise you 
can access using a webcam. - DB 



Knowing it from the PS3 as a fun game combining 
comic styling with cutesy Lego characters, all I 
needed to know was Lego Batman worked on a 
Mac. It does - on Intel Macs - though the keyboard 
controls are atypical. Once settled in, it’s hard to put 
down. Play as Batman, his sidekick Robin or join the 
dark side as one of their foes. Price: $64.95 - CO 



PLATFORM: iPhone/iPod touch PUBLISHER: THE FEDS 


Built to publicise the Aussie group Empire of the 
Sun and their album Walking on a Dream, this 
is a game in which you tap, rub, tilt and blow 
your way through a series of puzzles. It’s not 
really a fully fledged game but rather a simple yet 
interesting, fun and witty diversion. I liked it a lot 
for what it is - a clever marketing tool. 

Price: $1.19 -DB 



SIHR TREK 

Win one of five packs containing a copy of 
Star Trek on Blu-ray plus a collector’s Star 
Trek USB card. Each pack is worth $60. 

To be in the running, send an email to 
amwcomp@niche.com.au with the subject 
line 'Star Trek’ and include your name, 
address and daytime telephone number. 


PLATFORM: iPhone/iPod touch PUBLISHER: Kirill Bulatsev 


This flight/combat simulator is very unusual: 

It looks like a 3D game but plays like a 2D 
side-scroller. You tilt your iPhone or iPod touch 
clockwise or anticlockwise to fly up or down, 
then flick it to flip the plane - so turning is done 
with half a loop and a flip. It works surprisingly 
well, and the graphics are gorgeous. 

Price: $1.19 — DB 



Out now on Blu-ray and DVD 


STAR TREK Copyright © 2009 by PARAMOUNT 
PICTURES CORPORATION. STAR TREK and related marks 



and logos are trademarks of CBS Studios Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


PLATFORM: iPhone/iPod touch PUBLISHER: dtp Entertainment 


Crazy Machines gives you a simple goal - make a 
basketball drop into a basket or make a flower bloom 
by activating a light near it - but you’ve got to build a 
complex machine to do it. For example, a generator 
which turns a gear that turns a paddle that hits a 
ball, which rolls down a plank and into a basket. 
Challenging and creative. Price: $3.99 - TM 
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MACWORLD Opinion 



SWITCHER SENSEI 
DAVID BRAUE 


Hard copy, more easily 


P rinting in Windows has always 
been something of a hit-and- 
miss: some vendors offer 
slickly coded drivers that scream 
around corners and deliver sharp 
text with flair; others foist crash-prone 
bloatware that will leave you cursing. 

Fortunately, Mac OS X’s printing 
environment tends towards the 
former rather than the latter. Drivers 
are tightly written and, in many 
cases, distributed through Apple’s 
own Software Update mechanism to 
ensure they’re always current. 

Snow Leopard’s compact print 
dialogue may cause momentary 
confusion, but clicking the blue 
triangle next to the printer’s name will 
unroll the rest of your printing fine- 
tuning options below it. 

The Windows print dialogue is 
filled with extraneous information 
about printers you have installed but 
probably don’t want to use; you have 
to click ‘Preferences’, then find the 
actual options you want on ‘Basic’, 
‘Advanced’, ‘Support’ or other tabs. 
Mac OS X is more utilitarian, using 
pull-down menus to keep the interface 
less cluttered and more intuitive. 

Drop-down pages include 
Copies & Pages (to choose which 
and how many copies of pages to 
print), Layout (to set the number of 
pages per sheet); Color Matching, 
Paper Handling (which pages to 
print), Cover Page, Scheduler, 

Print Settings, Send Fax (via a 
multifunction printer’s built-in fax), 
Supply Levels, and Summary. 

Options may vary based on printer 
capabilities and between applications. 

Specific options may vary by 
printer model, but the way Mac OS X 
maintains control over the overall look 
and feel of the printer drivers pays off 
in some very clear ways. 


One particularly nice feature of OS X’s 
printing environment is the ability to 
create Presets that appear for selection 
in even the basic print view.” 


For example, the ‘Layout’ options page 
allows up to 16 pages to be printed on 
each page, regardless of your driver 
capabilities. Mac OS X’s obsession 
with thumbnails and content visibility 
means it’s easy to see what your 
document will look like (uncheck Show 
Ouick Preview if you don’t want this). 

Click the Preview button and Mac 
OS X will open your document using 
the built-in Preview application for 
manipulation, editing, and so on. 

Click the PDF dropdown button, 
and you can make a PDF that’s fed 
into a number of workflow actions; 
PDFs are generated according to the 
current print settings, so black-and- 
white, 16-pages-per-sheet, borders, 
and other options all carry over into 
the PDF (you can make your own 
workflows using the built-in Automator 
application). 

One particularly nice feature of 
Mac OS X’s printing environment 
is the ability to create Presets that 
appear for selection in even the basic 
print view. Each preset is a snapshot 
of driver settings that allows you to 
easily set up the printer a certain way. 

For example, we made a Draft 
setting that puts the printer into a low- 
ink mode; another setting, ‘Draft 2-Up’, 
activates draft mode and prints two 
pages side-by-side. Colour Photo (fine 
quality) selects glossy photo paper and 
activates high-res colour printing for 
photographs, while Colour Graphics 
(not photo) uses medium-resolution 
colour printing on normal paper. 


To create your own presets, choose 
the printer settings you want, then 
click on the Presets pull-down menu 
and choose Save As... Give your 
preset a name, specify whether it’s for 
the current printer or all printers, and 
it’s immediately saved and available in 
any application. 

Once you’ve defined your most 
common presets, you can revert to the 
mini-view print dialogue. Remember 
that these don’t have to result in paper 
output: for example, you could create 
a ‘Contact Sheet’ preset that activates 
low-res, 16-up colour printing and use 
it to create PDF contact sheets. 

Compare this with Windows’ 
requirement that you change settings 
each time you change paper or 
document type, and it’s easy to see 
how the Presets option can be a 
major time-saver. ^ 



above. Windows print drivers typically spread options across a range 
of inconsistently designed pages (pictured), while Mac OS X keeps a 
single print dialogue with options separated on pull-down pages. 


036 December 2009 


www.macworld.com.au 





































Meet Bento. 

Organise contacts, track projects, plan events and more - all in one place! 



New Bento® 3 includes iPhoto integration, built-in security 
options, multi-user sharing, and much more! 



Bring together Address Book, iCal, Mail, iPhoto and more! 

Now you can organise your important information-from contacts and calendars, 
to emails and events, to files and photos-all in one place. 



The perfect complement to your spreadsheet. 

If you're managing lists in Microsoft Excel or iWork Numbers, you can easily 
bring them into Bento to view your information in beautiful Bento forms, get easy 
iTunes-style searching, instant sorting, quick summary stats, and much more! 



Get organised with style. 

Choose from 35 pre-designed templates included with Bento, import templates 
from others, or create your own forms using beautiful themes designed by 
Mac artists. 


Bento is available at an Apple Store near you, or buy online at www.filemaker.com.au/bentoMac 

Just AU$79 (inc GST) 

Upgrade Rebate Offer: Bento 1 and 2 owners can save AU$25 or NZ$30 on Bento 3. 

Offer expires 28/01/2010 


© 2009 FileMaker, Inc. All rights reserved. FileMaker, the file folder logo, Bento and the Bento logo are registered trademarks of 
FileMaker, Inc. in the US and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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Rip it real good 


With 2-pass encoding, HandBrake 
runs through your movie twice; 
you get better-looking video, but 
encoding takes longer.” 


M ac users interested in ripping 
commercial DVDs to a format 
playable on an Apple TV, 
iPod, or iPhone might want to try the 
free HandBrake 0.9.3 (handbrake.fr), 
one of the easiest ways to accomplish 
this task. With a copy of the free VLC 
media player (www.videolan.org) 
installed on your Mac, HandBrake 
can rip most of today’s DVDs, and the 
results it produces are quite good. 

But suppose you want to go 
beyond the defaults - to, say, 
customise HandBrake to produce 
videos that take up less room on 
your iPod, to dispense with a movie’s 
closing credits, or to include subtitles? 
It’s all possible with HandBrake, but it 
takes some tweaking. 

PICKING FILES 

Here are some options for 
choosing files. 

Title. HandBrake automatically 
chooses the portion of a DVD it 
believes to be the main feature. But 
click the Title pop-up menu, and 
you’ll see other entries - some of 
which might be extra content. From 
this menu, choose an entry and click 
the Picture Settings button near the 
bottom of the window. In the resulting 
sheet, you’ll see a preview of the 
selected content. 

If you’re ripping a DVD full of TV 
episodes, you’ll want to rip more than 
just the single episode recommended 
by HandBrake. Before you begin, 
choose HandBrake > Preferences 
and enable the Use Auto Naming 
option in the General tab. This 
ensures that each episode will have a 
unique name. 


Now click the Title pop-up menu and 
select an episode. Configure your 
settings, and click the Add To Queue 
button. Repeat these steps for all 
episodes on the disc. (Without that 
Auto Naming option on, you could 
overwrite one episode with another 
because they bear the same name.) 
Click on Start, and HandBrake will 
encode each episode in the queue. 
Chapters. Usually, the last chapter 
on a movie DVD consists of the 
movie’s credits. If you’d like to do 
without these credits, choose the 


penultimate chapter from the second 
Chapters pop-up menu; for example, 
if a movie has 32 chapters, choose 
31 from the second pop-up menu. 

When you rip the disc, the last 
chapter won’t be included in the final 
product. 

THE VIDEO TAB 

Select the Video tab in HandBrake’s 
main window, and you find settings for 
encoding a movie. 

Video Codec. HandBrake supports 
three encoders for its MP4 files - 
MPEG-4 (FFmpeg), MPEG-4 (XviD), 
and H.264 (x264). FFmpeg is faster 
than XviD, but you pay for that speed 
with a slight compromise in quality. 

H.264 - the default setting used for 
many HandBrake’s presets - produces 


good-looking results at low bit rates. 
But it encodes slower than the other 
two encoders, and it requires more 
processing power from the device that 
plays the video. If you’re creating video 
for an old computer and find H.264 
playback choppy, try FFmpeg or XviD. 
2-Pass Encoding. When you’ve 
chosen either the Target Size or the 
Average Bit Rate setting in the Quality 
area of HandBrake’s main window, a 
2-Pass Encoding option appears within 
the Video tab. Enable this setting, and 
HandBrake runs through your movie 
twice; you get better-looking video, but 
encoding takes longer. 

To speed it up, enable the Turbo 
First Pass option to knock 50 to 75 
percent of encoding time off the first 
pass (although it sacrifices quality). 


right Picture 
Settings Sheet: 

Within the Picture 
Settings sheet (which 
you can access by 
clicking the Picture 
Settings button), you 
can preview frames 
from the video and 
change its look. 



CHRISTOPHER BREEN shows how to rip your DVDs 
going beyond the basics with HandBrake. 


like an 


expert 


by 


038 AMW December 2009 


CoNeXuS 






Lifestyle MACWORLD 


Quality. The settings in the Quality 
area are what you use to affect the size 
of your resulting movie and, of course, 
its quality. Enable Target Size, and you 
can tell HandBrake how big you’d like 
the resulting movie to be. (The larger 
the file size, the better the quality.) 

The Average Bit Rate (kbps) option 
works the other way around. You 
tell HandBrake what you’d like it to 
be, and it creates a movie whose bit 
rate hovers around that size. Again, 
the higher the bit rate, the better the 
quality and the larger the file. 

The Constant Quality slider is your 
way of telling HandBrake, "I want 
the resulting movie to be x good.” 
HandBrake then does everything 
it can to grant your wish, but 
“everything it can” may result in a big 
movie if you’ve chosen a high-quality 
setting or one that isn’t compatible 
with a device such as an iPod 
because its bit rate is too high. 

PICTURE SETTINGS 

Within the Picture Settings sheet, you 
can preview frames from the video 
and change its look. 

Size. Smaller dimensions make for 
a smaller file size. For a widescreen 
movie, the width will be 720. The 
height number will vary, depending 
on the source. Enable the Keep 
Aspect Ratio option, and the original 
aspect ratio will be maintained. 

You also have the option to choose 
anamorphic encoding. Choose 
Strict or Loose from the Anamorphic 


pop-up menu, and the dimensions of 
the movie increase. The Strict option 
makes the aspect ratio conform to 
that of the original. Loose alters the 
dimensions for efficient encoding. 
Crop. By default, HandBrake 
attempts to remove black bars 
by cropping them out. You can 
customise cropping by enabling 
the Custom option in the Crop area 
and then entering the values you’d 
like. If your DVD was burned from a 
videotape and shows scan lines at 
the top or bottom of the video, you 
can use Crop to remove them. 

Filters. The Deinterlace option is 
useful mainly for TV show DVDs. 
Interlaced video (a series of odd and 
even lines) looks bad on progressive- 
scan computer screens and HDTVs. 
Look at your video’s preview image. 

If you see jagged lines where hard 
edges should be (called "combing” or 
“teeth”), the video is interlaced. 

Choose Fast from the Deinterlace 
pop-up menu. If the jagged lines go 
away, you may want to deinterlace 
your video. The Fast setting is indeed 
faster, but you lose quality. To produce 
better results, choose Slow or Slower. 

The Decomb option searches your 
video and applies deinterlacing only 
to frames that have visible lines. This 
helps maintain better overall quality. 

If your source video is really grainy, 
give the Denoise option a try. But note 
that while you may lose some of the 
grain, you also lose overall quality. 
Start with the Weak setting; you’ll need 



Sourct: 720x480. Output. 720x352, Anamorphic: 834x352 


( O0*« ) 



to try the settings out on a sample 
chapter, because the effects aren’t 
reflected in the preview image. 

Finally, there’s a Deblock slider that 
can get rid of blocky artefacts. You 
won’t need it if your source is clean. 


above. Add to 
Queue: If you’re 
ripping a DVD full 
of TV episodes, 
you’ll want to add 
each to the Encode 
Queue manually, 
after enabling Auto 
Naming. 


AUDIO & SUBTITLES 

The Audio & Subtitles tab is the place 
for choosing which audio tracks you’d 
like to encode and placing subtitles 
on your encoded movies. 

Many commercial DVDs contain 
multiple language tracks. You can 
reduce file size by stripping out the 
tracks you don’t want. Within the Audio 
Codec pop-up menu, you can choose 
the codec HandBrake uses for the 
movie’s audio - the default is AAC, but 
you can maintain the source movie’s 
existing audio encoding by choosing 
AC3 Passthrough from this menu. 

Strip out unwanted audio options 
to shrink the file size. In HandBrake, 
you can also add subtitles to your 
encoded movies if they’re available on 
the source DVD. However, you can’t 
turn them off while viewing the movie 
- they’re burned into the movie. 


CHAPTERS 

HandBrake also takes note of a 
source’s chapters and adds chapter 
markers to videos it encodes. The 
default is to list them by number. But 
you can double-click a chapter and 
type in a name of your own. ^ 
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This Swiss doesn’t miss 

GenevaSound’s mid-sized iPod system is an absolute cracker. 


T here are hundreds of iPod 
speaker systems out there. 
Many are absolute rubbish, the 
majority do an OK job, and a 
few are the bee’s knees. 

The Swiss-designed GenevaSound 
L is one of those rare beasts - a 
reference-quality unit that puts the 
iPod right up in audiophile territory. 

Part of a range in sizes from S 
to XL, the L is, well, the Large one. 

It’s more or less the size of a slab 
of beer stubbies and made of piano 
lacquered wood finished in white, 
black, walnut or red. 

The design is simple, but its beauty 
lies in the eye of the beholder. I love 
it, particularly when mounted on the 
stand, but my wife (who, despite my 
best efforts, always casts the deciding 
vote) thinks it’s ugly. 


Inside the box are two 1 in tweeters 
and two 5 1/4in woofers, delivering 
25 watts each via a Class D amp. 

The minimalist design means the 
controls and iPod dock are hidden 
beneath a flip-up panel on top of the 
Model L. Actually, the controls here are 
limited to On/Off, Eject and Volume Up/ 
Down. The grunt work is all done via 
a good-looking silver remote control. 
God help you if the dog eats it! 

CDs are loaded by dropping 
them into a slot behind the dock flap. 
Rounding out the sources are an FM 
radio, a 3.5mm jack and an RCA plug. 

An LED display hidden behind the 
front grille is also understated. 

And so to the sound ... I’d heard 
of the Swedish EmbracingSound 
technology used by Geneva but 



GenevaSound L 

Geneva Lab 

www.audiodynamics.com.au 

Pros Highly musical; amazing 
soundfield for its size; a pleasure 
to listen to 

Cons None, though it lacks some 
bass for rock music 

RRP $1999; 

pedestal stand from $399 


had never heard it in action. It uses 
compensation circuitry to deliver a 
recording’s true spatial information 
from speakers placed close together. 

I first gave the Model L a thrashing 
with Guns ‘n Roses, which has to be 
played loud. While it handled it well, 
it really lacked the raw grunt (which 
it’s bigger brother, the Model XL has 
in spades) to drive loud rock. So I 
slowed things down a little and turned 
the volume down. 

Beyonce’s vocals sounded great, 
with the Model L displaying the ability 
to sustain her notes nicely. 

On to Charlie Parker, and the 
Model L came into its own. The 
position of every member of his 1951 
Quintet could be identified through 
this system’s amazing ability to 
project a wide soundfield. 

Systems of this size tend to shine 
in the midrange, and the Model L 
was no different, giving life to Eric 
Clapton’s voice and guitar. 

But my dream moments came with 
the Musica Antiqua Koln’s treatment 
of Pachelbel’s Kanon & Gigue. Clear, 
warm and detailed. 

Having established its credentials 
to play well across genres, for the next 
couple of weeks I had my iPod on 
shuffle and, simply, fell in love with the 
Model L. It’s a cracker. 


For the next couple of weeks I had 
my iPod on shuffle and, simply, 
fell in love with the Model L.” 


mu 


Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. The audiophile-quality Model 
L is very satisfying, with a neutral 
sound that sounds good from any 
listening position. It’s a class-leader 
when it comes to iPod systems, 

— DAVE BULLARD 
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Live Life Loud™ 


iHome' 


iP41 - Twist and Shout ** 

Rotating alarm clock. viewing dock • iPhone/iPod 


IP47- Phone Valet •• 

Bluetooth, hands free clock/dock radio - iPhone/Mobile 


Desktop hifi with built in dock- iPhone/iPod 
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XMAS GIFT GUIDE 

Gear, gizmos and goodies for your Mac, iPhone or iPod. 




* LocklTdown iMac Chain. The latest 
Mac security offering from LocklTdown is the 
iMac Chain, which has a soft and stylish outside 
and a core that is impervious to bolt-cutters. It 
has a 50mm primary lock, a smaller peripheral 
lock and tamper-proof fasteners. 

RRP: from $102 

LocklTdown 

www.lockitdown.com.au 


* LaCie Starck Mobile Hard Drive. Designed by Philippe 
Starck, this hard drive’s sturdy 2mm of aluminium casing keeps it from 
overheating and makes it tough. It features an embedded USB cable and 
comes with Backup Assistant software. 

RRP: $139 (320GB); $199 (500GB) 

LaCie 

www.lacie.com/au 



Pioneer AVIC-F310BT. This in-dash 
multimedia unit with GPS for the car combines a 
4.3in touchscreen navigation system with hands¬ 
free Bluetooth mobile phone control, MOSFET 
50W x 4 amplification power and iPod/iPhone 
connectivity, now at an even lower price. 

RRP: $999 
Pioneer 

www.pioneer.com.au 
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* LaCie DataShare. This gadget lets you 
easily recycle your old SD and MicroSD cards, 
and turn them into USB flash keys. It has two 
sides, with two card readers: one for your 
personal data, and one for your shared data. 

It’s a practical tool with a fun and colourful 
design. 

RRP: $29 
LaCie 

www.lacie.com/au 




* B&O BeoTime. No, it’s not a flute — 
it’s Bang & Olufsen’s BeoTime alarm clock. 
Made with B&O’s usual high design and 
top build quality, the aluminium BeoTime 
has intriguing but easy controls and can 
also act as a sleep remote for your B&O 
equipment. 

RRP: $575 

Bang & Oiufsen 

www.bang-olufsen.com 



* iSkin solo FX. Slip your iPhone into a 
slim-fitting iSkin solo and instantly give your 
beloved device a fashion makeover with bright, 
bold colour and glamorous style. With an ultra 
high-gloss finish, it gives you the sleek look of 
a hard case, but the shock absorbing protection 
of a soft case. 

RRP: 54.95 

Monstamac 

www.monstamac.com.au 


* Elgato EyeTV DTT Deluxe. The original 
Elgato EyeTV tuner was already as a small as 
a memory stick, and is now even smaller. It 
comes with the multiple-award-winning EyeTV 3 
software, and will work with the EyeTV App to let 
you watch TV on your iPhone. 

RRP: $179.95 

Elgato 

www.elgato.com 


* iPillow. The iPillow eliminates 
discomfort with a new revolutionary 
headphone built within the comfort of a 
pillow. Its inbuilt speaker system sounds 
great, is virtually impossible to feel and can 
be connected to all music devices with a 
headphone connection. 

RRP: $89 + shipping 

Slake Audio Products 

iP www.ipillow.com.au 
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t invisibleSHIELD. With nearly 8 million 
sold worldwide, invisibleSHIELD is the toughest, 
most durable iPhone, iPod or MacBook scratch 
protection film available. It was developed to 
protect military helicopter blades, so it has to be 
tough! 

RRP: $19.95 

invisibleSHIELD 

www.invisibleshield.com.au 


* Verbatim Micro USB Drives. Tough, 
tiny and ultra cool, these drives are resistant to 
everyday handling, dust, moisture and static 
discharges. Small and tough, each drive comes 
with a mini lanyard so you’ll always have plenty of 
storage on hand. 

RRP: $19.95 (2GB); $24.95 (4GB); $47.95 
(8GB) 

Verbatim 

www.verbatim.com.au 


* STM convoy. Safeguard your 15in laptop 
and belongings inside convoy, a rugged laptop 
backpack. The chenille-lined laptop compartment 
is concealed, and there are loads of utility pockets 
and compartments. It’s made of water-resistant, 
lightweight canvas 

RRP: $149.95 

STM 

www.stmbags.com.au 


Sony PlayStation3. Smaller on the 
outside and bigger on the inside than the 
previous model, the new PlayStation3 is not 
only a games console - it can hook up to 
the internet and also stream music, movies 
and photos from your Mac to your home 
entertainment system. 

RRP: $499.95 

Sony Computer Entertainment 

au.playstation.com 


* Verbatim Bluetooth Wireless 
Notebook Laser Mouse. Treat yourself and 
your MacBook with this mouse - no cords, no 
receivers and a speedy set-up. It features super- 
precise laser tracking, a tilt wheel for easy scrolling 
and a three-setting speed control. 

RRP: $59.95 

Verbatim 

www.verbatim.com.au 
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* Powertraveller powermonk 
classic. Lipstick, sunglasses, makeu 
powermonkey classic portable charger 
real essentials in life. It will charge you 
iPhone up to three times. Available onl 
David Jones and some Apple retailers. 

RRP: $74.99 

Powertraveller 

powertraveller.com.au 


a Vers 2X The environmentally friendly Vers 2X is a 
compact 30W iPod speaker system with a full, rich sound 
that could only come from a rigid, real wood cabinet. 
Finished by hand and available in Cherry, Natural Walnut, 
Dark Walnut and Bamboo, each Vers system takes over a 
week to build. 

RRP: $299.95 

Monstamac 

www.monstamac.com.au 


* Sonos ZonePlayer S5. An all-in-one 
wireless music system that can be controlled with 
your iPhone or iPod touch, the Sonos ZonePlayer 
S5 delivers crystal-clear, room-filling sound. Find 
and play any song from an iTunes library, plus a 
world of music and radio on the internet. 

RRP: $699 

Playback Systems 

www.playback.com.au 




www.macworld.com.au 


AMW December 2009 045 




































MACWORLD Advertising Feature 




* Brando USB Wooden Clip Flash 
Drive. Our friends from Brando always have 
something interesting to offer, such as this 
wooden peg-style USB flash drive. Not only does 
it store your data on 2Gb, 4GB or 8GB chips, it 
also acts as a handy paper clip. And it looks cool! 

RRP: from US$20 (about $22) 

Brando 

www.brando.com 


* TiVo Media Device. This Christmas, 
TiVo delivers a whole world of on-demand 
broadband entertainment at your fingertips, 
including new-release movies, hit TV shows, 
free music videos, artist interviews and 
music concerts. Plus pause, record and rewind 
live TV. 

RRP: $699 

Hybrid Television Services 

www.mytivo.com.au 


t Philips SBD8100. This iPod speaker 
system includes a remote control and motorised 
rotating dock - it switches between horizontal 
and vertical the touch of a button. Ideal for iPhone 
users, the SBD81 OO’s speakers are shielded from 
phone interference. 

RRP: $249.95 

Philips Electronics Australia 

www.philips.com.au 


* Flip Mino HD. The small but powerful Flip 
Mino HD gives you the ability to shoot anything 
in high-definition video and share it so that 
everyone can document, produce and share their 
life through their own personal video. It connects 
directly to your TV or Mac 
RRP: $299.95 
Pure Digital Technologies 
www.theflip.com/en-au 


* Plantronics GameCom 777 Surround Sound 
Gaming Headset. This open-eared headset with 
Dolby Headphone technology lets you experience a true 5.1 
experience the easy way - the headset’s surround sound 
hardware is built into the included USB adapter. 

RRP: $149 
Plantronics 

www.plantronics.com.au 
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Bluelounge Refresh. Compatible with over 1000 
devices, the Refresh charging station charges up to four 
gadgets at the same time using the built-in connectors. 

It’s fully customisable via two USB sockets and extra 
connectors for an additional 2000-device compatibility. 
RRP: $119 
Try & Byte 

tryandbyte.com.au/bluelounge/Bluelounge_Stockists 





ftiggi 


^ XtremeMac Luna Voyager. A perfect 
alarm clock for home or travel, the Luna Voyager’s 
compact design means it fits nicely on a bedside 
table or easily in a suitcase. Wake to your iPhone, 
iPod or a buzzer, and set the clock automatically 
from your iPhone. Available from JB Hi-Fi. 

RRP: $149 

XtremeMac , 

www.xtrememac.com.au 


ICON LCD Remote for Australia. This is 
a colour LCD, universal remote control with Australian 
settings that you can customise for different users and 
categories, allowing you to control up to 10 different 
devices. 

RRP: $132 

Envious Technology 

www.envioustechnology.com.au 




AVLabs AVL787. This iPod speaker system 
features a built-in alarm clock and wireless remote 
control, and is compatible with all dockable iPods. 

It will charge your iPod while it plays, and also 
includes a large LCD display and Aux input for other 
audio devices. 

RRP: $149.95 
Audion Innovision 
www.audion-mm.com 
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Introducing the 

Sonos ZonePlayer S5 


Just $699 


...what’s on my iPod isn’t enough. 
...I have more rooms than earbuds. 


...I hate wires. 

...I care about sound. 

...iPhones weren’t meant to sit in 

Because music rocks my world. 


.sy v ■ 


□ Available on the iPhone 

AppStore 


docks. 


























The all-in-one wireless music system you control with 
your iPhone. 

The Sonos ZonePlayer S5 is a high-performance wireless music system 
that delivers superior sound, unlimited music, and endless enjoyment 
— all over the house. Best of all, you can control it all right from your 
iPhone™ or iPod® touch with the free Sonos Controller for iPhone app. 
Now music lovers can quickly find and play any song from iTunes® and 
the Internet—in any or every room. 

Crystal-clear, room-filling sound 

The S5 has 5 integrated speakers powered by 5 dedicated digital 
amplifiers. With 2 tweeters, 2 mid-range drivers and 1 subwoofer, the 
S5 delivers crystal-clear, room-filling sound that rivals much larger, 
more complicated audio equipment. 





> 

Connect to a world of music 
from iTunes and the Internet 


Your iTunes library. 

Play your entire music library, like iTunes, 
that’s stored on a computer - not just what 
fits on your iPod. 

iTunes 

Free Internet radio. 

Tune in to 25,000 Internet radio stations, 
shows and podcasts - free of charge and 
pre-loaded on Sonos. 

INTERNET 

(O RADIO 

Music services. 


Stream millions of songs and stations direct from the Internet to 
the rooms of your choice — no computer required. Just pick a 

room, find a song and touch play. 


s_ 

-j 


(SONO S)' 

All the music you want. All over your house. 


To see a demo or find a store, visit www.playback.com.au 

or call directly (03) 9874 0800 to learn more. 
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Live TV on the iPhone 


N ow that the dust has settled 
on iPhone 3.0, innovative 
applications that take 
advantage of the iPhone’s underlying 
power as a media device are 
appearing. 

The iPhone has always been a 
great platform for consuming media 
on the go with the built-in iPod app, 
but now two new apps pair the power 
of the iPhone and the Mac together 
and enable you to watch live TV and 
movies over your Wi-Fi network. 

In both cases, the programs 
require a companion product running 
on your Mac. Unfortunately, until 
Apple start including digital TV tuners 
in the iPhone this will be the only 
way to get live TV on the go for the 
time being. 

EyeTV ($5.99) 

Elgato, makers of the great suite of 
TV tuners and software for the Mac, 
has just released the EyeTV app for 
iPhone and iPod touch. 

The app lets you watch live TV 
and recordings on your iPhone and 
browse the detailed program guide. A 
Wi-Fi connection is required to watch 
live TV, but recorded TV shows can be 
viewed over a 3G connection; just be 
careful of your download cap. 

The app also lets you use your 
iPhone to start recording TV shows 
back home on a Mac immediately, or 
to schedule them to record later. 

To use EyeTV app you’ll need 
to make sure your Mac is running 
the latest version of EyeTV, version 
3.2. The iPhone app uses Bonjour 
networking to automatically find your 
Mac on a network, and if you’re away 
from your home Wi-Fi there’s also 
a free locator utility included in 
EyeTV 3.2 so you can use the app 
over any network. 


The locator utility included in EyeTV 
3.2 only works with routers that 
support UPnP or NAT-PMP protocols 
automatically. Once working, the 
service functions in a similar manner 
to Apple’s 'Back to My Mac’ service 
and allows your iPhone to locate your 
computer on any network. 

According to Elgato, EyeTV 3.2 
and the EyeTV app use Apple’s new 
FITTP streaming technology that 


.ill Telstra 8:28 PM (—>■ 

..ill Telstra ? 8:28 PM — 

Daniel Gorog's IMac Live TV 1 

EyeTV Daniel Gorog’s iMac 
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8:00 PM Destroyed In Seconds [|] 1 
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The future for media 
consumption on 
the iPhone is very 
exciting.” 

was introduced with iPhone OS 3.0. 

Unlike other proprietary streaming 
solutions, EyeTV relies on Apple’s 
specifications for adaptive streaming 
using H.264 video and AAC audio 
codecs. 

EyeTV also uses the iPhone’s hardware 
acceleration for playback, and delivers 
the best possible streaming quality 
with minimum battery use. 

Live streaming requires a Mac with 
a Core 2 Duo processor or better and 
a Wi-Fi connection. 


Live TV ($4.99) 
and TubeToGo (free) 

Equinux, another leading software 
developer for Mac, has an equivalent 
solution for its TV Tuner software for 
the Mac, called The Tube. 

However, where the EyeTV app lets 
you watch both live and recorded TV, 
Equinux has developed two separate 
programs. 

The first, called TubeToGo, lets you 
schedule television recordings on your 
Mac and watch them later over the 
Internet. 

The second, called Live TV, lets you 
stream any channel your Mac receives 
direct to your iPhone over Wi-Fi. Live 
TV also lets you begin recording 
programs remotely. 

To use both TubeToGo and Live TV 
you’ll need a TubeStick hybrid receiver 
for your Mac, and to be running the 
latest version of The Tube software. 

The result 

I tested both the Elgato and Equinux 
apps extensively and found that while 
both were usable they suffered similar 
bugs. 

In both instances, while watching 
live TV over my home Wi-Fi network 
the stream dropped out, and in the 
case of Eye TV it required a restart 
of both my Mac and iPhone before it 
would begin again. 

These issues may be related to 
my Wi-Fi setup, and potentially the 
fact that the iPhone only supports 
802.11 g, and not the faster ‘n’ 
standard. 

Overall, however, I preferred the 
Eye TV app’s interface and felt that 
it was easier to watch live TV and 
schedule programs to record. 

But both apps signal that that the 
future for media consumption on the 
iPhone is very exciting, 
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ALL NEW MACS! 


fc 


MacBook Pro 15"2.53GHz/4GB/ 
250GB/SD - $2290 


Mac mini 2.53GHz/4GB/ 
320 HDD/SuperDrive - $1090 


FREE Epson T20 Printer with any Mac Purchase! 


! iVfcrk 





iMac 21.573.06GHz/Core 2 Duo/4Gb/500GB - $1590 
iMac 21.573.06GHz Core 2 Duo/4Gb/1TB HD - $1990 
iMac 2773.06GHz Core 2 Duo/4Gb/1TB HD - $2190 



...with iWork - add $120 ...with MS Office - add $190 


Mac Pro 2.66GHz/Quad-Core 
Xeon 6GB/ 640GB HD - $4650 


SOUNDS OF SUMMER! 



ZikMu Parrot WiFi/Bluetooth Pro Audio by Starck. 

An elegant blend of design & acoustics provides an 
impressive sound image; play music directly from your 
iPhone, iPod, TV & Mac - $1990 


The Fatman iTube has a reputation for producing some of the 
best performing audio systems for use with Apple's iPod, or indeed 
any portable or fixed media device. The iTube valve amplifiers make 
a comprehensive audio system for all audio sources. 
iTube 2 Carbon & two Roth Speakers - $1090 

iPods not included with Audio Products. 



The Roth "Alfie" is an all-in-one video & audio 
system with iPod dock, CD/DVD player 
& AM/FM/alarm receiver; 2x10 watts of stereo 
power with a 20 watts downward firing subwoofer 
provides a superior rich sound. Alfie - $890 


Contour Surface Sound 

Bluetooth Speakerphone 


Os 


Hands-free Car Kit for the iPhone 
or any bluetooth enabled mobile 
phone that clips onto your car's 
sunvisor. Has 5 hours of talk-time 
and 21 days of standby-$179 


Griffin iTrip-$149 

Tr>“* : ) r 4 


Portable Speakers 

Tweaker speakers! 

In red or black, 
tiny footprint, 
louder than larger 
speakers-$129 


Elgato EyeTV-TV Tuner for your Mac - $149 


EyeTV DTT Deluxe 
is tiny yet receives HD TV 




Pentagon Specialist Solutions 

Accounting, Inventory Management, | 
POS, CRM & Manufacturing 
Software, Mac based 
Telephony System, 

Security Cameras on Macs, 
Music, Video & Film, 

Design & Publishing 


APPLE AUTHORISED SERVICE PROVIDER ll 1 ^ BB SE 5 I v J“ E ^T RE 


SEE ONLINE FOR MORE PRODUCTS • ONSITE SERVICE & TRAINING AVAILABLE 


MACS, iPODS & ALL 
APPLE PRODUCTS 


L Cnr Union & / 

. ^ f _____ Whitehorse Rd < 

( 03)9896 1555 Mont Albert 3127 

www.pentagon.net.au sales@pentagon.net.au Premium Reseller 
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1 The single most important rule 
■ is to think about your shots. 

Digital cameras with auto exposure, 
autofocus, face-tracking, smile 
detection, auto ISO - you name it - 
have make us lazy photographers. So 
think about using some of these tips 
rather than just turning your camera on, 
pointing wildly and thinking "that’ll do”. 

2 Think about composition. The 

most useful rule is the Rule of 
Thirds, in which you divide the frame 
into thirds running both horizontally 
and vertically. Instead of placing 
your subject bang in the middle of 
the frame, try putting it on one of 
these lines and see what a huge 
difference it makes. For even more of 
an improvement, put the main focus 
of the image - such as a subject’s 
eyes - on the intersection of two of 
these lines. Many digital cameras 
can superimpose these lines on your 
viewing screen, so explore the Display 
options to see if yours can. I leave 
mine on constantly. 

3 Make your composition 
flow. As a rule, our eyes enter 
a photograph at the top left and 
leave at the bottom right, so think 
about placing the elements of your 
photograph to take advantage of this. 
Perhaps lead them in with a fence 
leading along this line, then stop the 
eye with the main subject. 

4 Get the horizon and vertical 
lines straight. Unless you’re 
being particularly arty, dipping 
seascapes and falling-over buildings 
are the sure sign of an amateur. Use 
the viewing-screen lines described 
above to help you. If you do stuff 
it up, though, iPhoto has a great 
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1 n Know when t0 turn y° ur flash 

off. Point-and-shoot cameras 
will often automatically fire the flash 
in a situation where natural light 
would be better, so you should turn 
this feature off and decide yourself 
whether the situation demands more 
light. Temple interiors, for example, are 
more often more striking using natural 
light to emphasise some details and 
hide others than using a flash to 
blast the scene with light and kill the 
atmosphere. 

Learn about your camera 
" before you leave home. That’s 
right: read the manual so you at least 
know how to turn the flash on and off 
quickly, use scene modes such as 
Macro and turn the self-timer on. 


above. Take photos 
on your camera’s 
highest-quality 
setting: This 12- 
megapixel shot of a 
caravan of camels 
we were riding in 
Wadi Rumm, Jordan, 
has been enlarged 
to a 1 m-wide canvas 
- which would have 
been impossible 
on a lower-quality 
setting. 


Cameras that come with zoom 
lenses of lOx and over are almost 
impossible to hold steady, so a 
support of some kind is essential.” 


feature under Edit > Straighten that 
superimposes a grid over your shot 
(there are those thirds-lines again!) 
and lets you adjust a slider to bring 
things back into kilter. 

Don’t cut off people’s feet! This 
is one of the most fundamental 
mistakes, and one that’s so easy to 
correct. 

6 Vary your shooting position. 

Everyone has pictures of the Taj 
Mahal taken standing at the entrance, 
looking in. But what if you lay on your 
stomach at the end of the reflecting 
pool and made the water lead your 
eye to the mausoleum? Or you could 
climb a tree to get a different shot 
of a temple, over the heads of the 
worshippers. Or take a shot of a 
mosque from the roof of an adjoining 
building? Trying to work out the angles 
is great fun, and results in truly unique 
shots. And don’t worry if you look silly. 
Who really cares? 

7 Get your focus right. So many 
■ new cameras have focus aids like 
face recognition, which are a great 
help for most shots featuring people. 
But you should always make sure the 
focus is spot-on for the main point 
of interest. Most cameras focus on a 


central point when you half-depress 
the shutter button, so do this and 
keep the focus ‘locked’ by keeping 
the button half-down while you 
compose your shot. 

8 Look for patterns. Diagonal 
crop lines, concentric circles, the 
squares cast by a pergola’s shadow 
- there’s a lot more out there to 
photograph than you might think. 

9 Use fill-in flash. So many shots 
are ruined by losing subject detail 
against a bright background. Turn your 
flash on, and your camera will shoot 
it to ‘fill in’ the details on your subject 
while also exposing for the area around 
it. The flash on my point-and-shoot 
Lumix is more often on than off, and 
a Speedlight is a permanent fixture 
atop my Nikon DSLR. Of course, this 
isn’t always ideal as a camera’s built-in 
flash will often throw harsh shadows 
behind your subject. Which brings us 
to our next tip: 


Steady your camera. It’s 
a great idea to take a 
tripod or other camera support 
with you on your travels, for a 
number of reasons including self- 
portraits, low-light photography 
and long-lens shots. Cameras that 
come with zoom lenses of lOx 
and over are almost impossible to 
hold steady, so a support of some 
kind is essential. My favourites are 
the Joby Gorillapod (www.maxwell. 
com.au), a simple beanbag or the 
small, lOcm-high, flexi-leg tripods 
that cost under $20 and which 
many camera retailers give you as 
a gift when buying a camera. 

Turn on image stabilisation. 

If your camera or lens comes 
with it, why not use it? And if your 
hands aren’t as steady as they 
used to be, think seriously about 
replacing your camera with one that 
features optical image stabilisation 
(OIS). 
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If I Take s P are batteries. You 

1 ■ don’t want to be stuck with a 
Low Battery warning just as the bus is 
leaving for the Great Wall. So buy an 
extra two batteries so you have one 
in the camera, one in the bag and 
another charging back at the hotel. If 
you’re going to the back of beyond, 
think about buying a camera that takes 
AA batteries. While these aren’t the 
most economical, I’ve found you can 
buy them everywhere from a mountain 
in Nepal to a village in Siberia - places 
where electricity for charging isn’t 
always available. 

1 C Buy a polarising filter 
1 J to go on a DSLR lens. 

Travel photography often includes 
endless oceans, big skies, tropical 
rainforests, colourful markets and 
the like - all of which benefit from 
the deeper colours a polariser will 
give you. And they’re also great for 
removing - or at least lessening 
- reflections such as those on a 
window. 

16 Take p hotos ° n your 

camera’s highest-quality 
setting. If you’ve spent big money on 
a 12-megapixel camera, why waste it 
by taking 6MP photos? If you get the 
photo of a lifetime in a locale you’re 
unlikely to visit again, you might want 
to have it enlarged to take pride of 
place in your home. Remember, not 
every photo is bound for Facebook, 
email or similar. 


17 Take plenty of memory cards 
■ with you. They’re pretty cheap 
these days, and it’s far better to take 
too many than too few photos on a 
holiday. But... 

lO Be wary of using very high- 
1 ^ capacity cards. If they fail 
- and data-recovery experts tell us 
they do regularly - you’re bound to 
lose more photos than you would on 
a smaller card. And if a card does fail, 
don’t throw it away. The data has as 
much chance of recovery as that on a 
hard disk. 


1 Q Make sure your camera is 
^ tough enough for your kind 
of holiday. Going to the beach or 
desert? Get a weatherproof camera. 
Going white-water rafting or sailing? 

A waterproof one is the go. Going 
mountain biking? A rugged one, or at 
least one with a metal body. Or check 
out rugged cases such as those from 
Otterbox (www.otterbox.com) or even 
Hardigg Storm Cases (www.adeal. 
com.au) for a way to protect a less 
robust camera. Which leads us to ... 

20 Choose your bag wisely. 

Not all camera bags are 
created equal. The last thing you 
want on holiday is to be carrying 
both a daypack and a camera 
bag, so it’s worth looking at bags 
such as Crumpler’s Customary 
Barge (www.crumpler.com.au) or 
Lowepro’s Versapack (www.maxwell. 
com.au), which are backpacks with 
compartments for camera gear and 
other things you’d need over a day’s 
sightseeing. 

21 Think about a viewfinder. If 

you’re going to be holidaying 
in very sunny places like Dubai, be 
aware that most cameras now come 
without a viewfinder and with an LCD 
viewing screen that can’t be seen 
in direct sunlight. So think seriously 
about buying a camera with both. 


22 Bracket your exposure. Don’t 

always rely on the camera to 
take the best shot. Instead, if you have 
manual controls, vary the speed or 
f-stop one down and one up from the 
recommended exposure. 

Include people in your shots. 

J I’m not talking about your mates 
looking cheesy in front of every tourist 
attraction, but locals who can really 
add interest and a sense of scale, 
time and place. If you’re focusing on 
one person, though, it’s only polite to 
ask if they mind. 

T f. Add geotagging data. This 
■ is extra data that gets added 
to your photos by a GPS chip in the 
camera (or in an accessory) and lets 
you pinpoint a photo on a map or 
track your journey using software such 
as iPhoto’s Places. If you’re buying a 
new camera, and can afford it, think 
seriously about buying one with GPS, 
such as the Nikon COOLPIX P6000. 
There is a way to get the same results 
by snapping a reference photo with 
your iPhone and tweaking iPhoto, but 
we’ll look at that in a future issue. 

7C Lastly, take loads of 

J photographs. This isn’t the 
Film Era, where every shot cost you 
money. Now you can shoot as many 
pics as you like for no extra outlay, 


below. Learn about 
your camera: Being 
able to adjust the 
exposure manually 
stopped the camera 
from overexposing 
this Phuket sunset. 



www.macworld.com.au 













MACWORLD Photography review 


Get your mojo working 

Final Cut Pro plugin can give you a pro look. 


A fter a movie has been shot, 
there’s a lot of work that 
goes into giving it a particular 
flavour to fit the movie genre and 
produce a desired effect on the 
audience. A horror movie might be 
dark and moody. An action sequence 
given a high-key effect. A memory 
flashback given a bleached look. 

Some of this can be achieved with 
camera and lighting skills but a lot is 
done in post-production to turn the 
ordinary into eye-candy. 

You can use the tools supplied 
with Final Cut Pro, or head into Colour 
(the grading tool bundled in Final Cut 
Studio) to enhance your footage but 
this requires a good deal of skill - a 
skill that doesn’t come easily to many, 
or a skill never learned by some. 

But tweaking the colour can 
make the difference between an 
ordinary and a professional look in a 
production. So how to make that jump 
without spending time at film school? 

Enter Magic Bullet Mojo, a plug-in 
for Final Cut Pro that makes it easier 
to manipulate colours, especially skin 
tones, to make the movie’s talent 
jump out of the screen. 

The plug-in is a 4.1 MB download 
and installation is a snap. When you 
launch Final Cut Pro, you find Mojo 
listed in the video filters section of 
Final Cut Pro’s effects window. 

Controls are split into two sections. 
One changes overall colour effects. 
The other is for handling skin tones. 

The latter is really where it’s at. If 
you look at the top left picture in the 
matrix (above) which is an untouched 
frame and compare it with the one in 
the middle, you’ll notice the latter has 
a warmer skin tone while maintaining 
a largely unchanged background. 

This is easily Mojo’s shining feature 
and it’s achieved by applying a mask 
to isolate skin tones, which Mojo picks 
out automatically. 



Magic Bullet 
Mojo 

Red Giant Software, 
www.redgiantsoftware.com 

Pros Useful colour effects 

Cons Hangs a lot 

RRP $110 


I trialled it on an Intel iMac with a C2D 
2.16GFte processor and it worked 
well, except for the too-frequent but 
brief hang when applying an effect 
to a clip. Perhaps a more powerful 
Mac would mean fewer beachballs of 
death. 

When you work with Mojo in Final 
Cut Pro, all you see is a set of sliders. 
The problem is that if you’re unfamiliar 
with colour grading, which is very 
likely the case, a bunch of sliders isn’t 
very inspiring. 


Tweaking the colour 
can make the difference 
between an ordinary 
and a professional look 
in a production.” 

What would make it better is 
something like Photoshop’s variations 
palette to show users an effects matrix. 

In the face of competition from 
other plug-in developers (while I was 
writing this, the versatile Boris FX 
plug-in suite was offered for the same 
price as Mojo) it’s surprising that Red 
Giant doesn’t do more to show Mojo’s 
capabilities and better guide its users. 

That may have changed by the time 
you read this, so it would be worth 
checking the developer’s website. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. Mojo certainly makes a 
difference, but the brief application 
hangs became maddening, 

— CHRIS OATEN 
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MACWORLD Advice 


Connect the dots 

We’ve all come across dead-pixel policies which state how many 
dead or stuck pixels a screen can have before the manufacturer 
feels obliged to fix or replace it. But just what are our legal rights 
as consumers? ACCC deputy chair PETER KELL explains. 


A pixel may be the smallest item 
of information in an image - 
but dead pixels also can be 
the biggest source of frustration for 
computer users. 

Macworld readers will have 
experienced these frustrations when 
their screen dies or clumps of pixels 
malfunction. 

So what are a consumer’s legal 
rights when buying a computer or TV 
- and part of the screen dies? 

First, a summary of the law: 

Every sale is a contract between 
the consumer and the seller. The 
Trade Practices Act imposes 
conditions (called statutory 
conditions) into every consumer 
contract, and these form part of the 
agreement between the consumer 
and the seller. These conditions 
include that the goods sold: 

■ Must be of merchantable quality 
- they must meet a level of quality 
and performance that’s reasonable 
to expect given their price and 
description, and must be free of 
defects that weren’t obvious at 
purchase; 

■ Be fit for their intended purpose 
- they must be suitable for any 
purpose the consumer made 
known to the seller; and 
■ The goods must match any 
description provided, or any 
sample shown. 

If these conditions are not met 
it is a breach of contract, and 
the consumer has certain rights 
including the right to a remedy such 
as replacement or repair. In some 
cases, such as where goods develop 



‘Sync ICOiotoivqu 


A Qonsumer’s chances of 
negotiating a” quick resolution 
come downjto a seller’s (or 
manufacturer^) judgment in the 
circumstances.” 


a fault after purchase, a consumer 
has the right to cancel the contract 
by returning goods and insist on 
a refund. 

A consumer can insist that 
the seller provide a remedy. It is 
misleading (and a breach of the 
Act) for a seller to claim they can 
do nothing and the consumer must 
approach the manufacturer. 

If the consumer prefers to do 
so, the Act gives consumers the 
right to seek particular remedies 
(not including refunds) from a 


manufacturer or importer that supplied 
the goods to the seller. 

However, remedies are available 
from sellers in a wider range of 
circumstances and a remedy from 
the seller is generally a more practical 
option for consumers. 

DEAD PIXELS 

In this case, the issue relates to the 
statutory conditions of merchantable 
quality and fitness for purpose. 
However, the Act does not provide 
guidance about what these 


above. NEC 

makes life easy for 
consumers with a 
zero-tolerance policy 
on dead pixels. If 
there are any dead 
or stuck pixels during 
the warranty period, 
the company will 
simply replace the 
monitor. 
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conditions mean beyond what is 
described above. 

For instance, it does not offer 
guidance about whether a minor or 
cosmetic flaw (that doesn’t affect 
functionality) renders something 
‘un-merchantable’. It also does not 
offer any specific guidance about 
how long it is ‘reasonable’ to expect 
a good to remain defect-free. 

So a consumer’s chances of 
negotiating a quick resolution come 
down to a seller’s (or manufacturer’s) 
judgment. If the defects were present 
‘out of the box’ or soon after purchase, 
the consumer should be able to get a 
screen or monitor replaced, repaired or 
his money refunded. 

If the pixels died after a longer 
period, the consumer’s case would 
be weaker. Likewise, if a large number 
of pixels are defective, the argument 
for a refund or replacement would be 
stronger than if a few pixels died. 

In the event of a dispute that 
cannot be resolved with the seller (or 
manufacturer) directly, only a small 
claims court or higher court can judge 
whether the seller has breached a 
statutory condition and, if so, what 
remedy will apply. 

Because failing to meet a statutory 
condition is a contract breach, 



above: ‘Dead’ pixels on an LCD screen show 
up as black dots. ‘Stuck’ pixels are always 
on, so will permanently display red green or 
blue light. 

the ACCC can’t intervene directly. 
However, we can take action if there’s 
been a breach of the Act - such as if 
a sellers misleads a consumer about 
their rights to a remedy under the law. 

Professor Stephen Corones is 
heading an investigation into the 
adequacy of warranty and refund 
laws for the Commonwealth 
Consumer Affairs Advisory Council 
(CCAAC), including the clarity of the 
law in relation to cosmetic or minor 
defects. ^ 

— PETER KELL is deputy chair of 
the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission. 
www.accc.gov.au 


3 POLICY MAKING 

In a recent AMW Lab Test, Anthony Caruana did some research 
on some manufacturers’ dead-pixel policies: 

ViewSonic. If a pixel dies or sticks between 30 days and 12 
months after purchase then the location and number of defects 
determines Viewsonic’s obligation. 

AOC. Policy covers either a total of five defective pixels, three 
stuck or dead pixels appearing or one defective pixel within 
10mm of another. 

Philips. Company decides warranty claims for dead or stuck 
pixels on a case-by-case basis. 

BenQ. For a 24-inch display, the warranty comes into effect 
when there are either three stuck pixels or five dead pixels or a 
total of five defective pixels. 

NEC. Zero-tolerance. The screen will be replaced if there are 
any dead or stuck pixels during the warranty period. This level 
of support is what you’d expect from one of the dearer units on 
the market. 
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MACWORLD Secrets 


Testing Your LAN’s Speed 

Is your network fast enough? Here are two ways to find out. 


E veryone wants a faster network. 
Before you can speed yours 
up, you need to know how fast 
it’s going now. But measuring network 
speed isn’t straightforward. 

Your network hardware may be 
rated to go 54Mbps or 100Mbps, but 
in reality your data moves at a fraction 
of that - often at just 50 percent. 

One reason is networking overhead 
- the administrative bits that ensure 
your data gets where it’s supposed 
to go. Also, speeds are limited by the 
slowest component. If your computer 
can read data from your hard drive 
at only 50Mbps, a 100Mbps network 
can’t move it faster than that. 

There are many ways of testing, 
but the two methods described here 
will show you both the potential and 
the real-world speed of your network. 

Both are performed between two 
computers. Make sure that those 
machines are connected through 
the kind of network you want to test 
(usually Ethernet or wireless) and that 
you’ve selected that method in the 
Network preference pane. 

Test 1 : AFP Speed. This test uses 
Apple Filing Protocol (AFP) to copy 
a large file between two computers. 

It shows both how fast AFP works on 
your network and how fast your hard 
drives can read and write. 

First, select a large file - preferably 
one that’s about 1GB in size - on 
Computer 1. Use Get Info in the 
Finder (Command-1) to find its size in 
megabytes. Multiply that number by 
eight to convert that size to megabits. 
Then, get out a stopwatch or turn on 
the seconds display in the menu bar’s 
clock (in the Date & Time preference 
pane, select the Clock tab and check 
Display The Time With Seconds). 

Now, on Computer 1, in the Finder 
window’s sidebar under Shared, 
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Speeds are limited by the slowest 
component. If your computer can read 
data from your hard drive at only 50Mbps, 
a 100Mbps network can’t move it faster.” 


select Computer 2. (If it isn’t there, 
go to the Sharing preference pane 
on Computer 2 and select the File 
Sharing service.) Click on Connect 
As and enter a valid user name and 
password for Computer 2. 

Mount a volume from Computer 2 
by double-clicking on that volume’s 
name. Making a note of the current 
time (including seconds), drag 
the large file from Computer 1 to 
Computer 2’s shared volume to 
initiate a file transfer. 

When it finishes, note the 
concluding time. Subtract the finish 
time from the start time and convert 
the difference to seconds. Finally, 
divide the size of the file (in megabits) 


by the transfer time (in seconds) to 
get Mbps. That’s your transfer speed. 
Test 2: iperf. An open-source 
software tool called iperf can give 
you the best raw measure of network 
performance. It will show you the 
fastest rate at which your network can 
possibly perform, exclusive of network 
protocols or hard-drive speeds. 

To start, you’ll need to download 
and install iperf to Computer 1 (see 
“Getting iperf” for details). Next, on 
both computers, go to the Network 
preference pane and jot down the 
IP addresses assigned to all active 
network interfaces. 

Choose one computer to act as a 
server (Computer 1) and the other as 


above. Big File Test: 

The simplest way to 
test network speed 
is to move a big file 
from one computer to 
another via AFR 
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a client (Computer 2); you can reverse 
these roles at any time. On Computer 
1, enter this at the command line in 
Terminal (/Applications/Utilities): 
./iperf -s -K 1M 
That 1M parameter tells iperf to 
send test data in 1 MB chunks. To test 
for smaller files, change that variable 
to something smaller, like 64K (64KB). 
(File size can have a big impact on 
network speed: Moving 5000 small 
files that add up to 50MB can take 
10 times as long as moving one 1GB 
file, because of the inefficiencies of 
networking protocols.) 

Next, on the command line of 
Computer 2, enter the following: 

./iperf -c 10.0.1.100 -i 1 
(10.0.1.100 is the IP address of 
Computer 1 in this example). 

Now iperf will flood your network 
with traffic and measure its speed. 
Interpreting the results. Gigabit 
Ethernet should be able to deliver over 
900Mbps in raw throughput between 


two computers when measured 
through iperf; it will deliver far less 
through an AFP test. The reason: 

AFP has a high network overhead 
that reduces its throughput; 100Mbps 
Ethernet should hit over 90Mbps of 
raw throughput, and AFP can top out 
at about the same speed. 

Wi-Fi can produce all kinds of 
speeds. If both computers are on 
802.1 In Wi-Fi using the 5GFIz band, 
then each bit of data is transmitted 
twice (once to the base station from 
the client and once from the base 
station to the server); you should 
see as much as 50Mbps of actual 
throughput. If one computer is on 
802.11 n in the 5GFIz band and the 
other is on Gigabit Ethernet, you might 
see 150 Mbps in raw network speeds. 

Numbers far below those indicate 
that something is wrong, and that it’s 
time to start troubleshooting. 

— GLENN FLEISHMAN 


3 getting iperf 

You can download an older version of iperf - version 1.7.0, 
which should work on both PowerPC and Intel Macs - from 
several sites online. If you choose that route, you must move it 
to your Documents folder, and then carefully type the following 
command in Terminal (/Applications/Utilities) and press Return: 

cd -/Documents/; chmod u+x iperf 
Or, if you have the Mac OS X developer tools, you can 
download and compile a newer version. Go to Sourceforge 
(sourceforge.net/projects/iperf) to get the iperf source code. 
Click on the Download link on the main page, and then click 
on the Download link on the next-to-the-latest release (version 
2.0.4 at this writing). Finally, click on iperf-2.0.4.tar.gz (the latest 
file name). 

Now drag the downloaded iperf-2.0.4.tar.gz to your Documents 
folder. Launch Terminal and then type the following commands 
exactly as they appear (remember to press Return at the end of 
each separate line): 

cd -/Documents 

tar xzf iperf-2.0.4.tar.gz 

cd iperf-2.0.4 

. /configure 

make 

cp src/iperf .. 
cd .. 

In either case, you should now be able to run iperf. 
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Liquid Digital reader tip: 


MOVE ICONS 
FOR PEACE 
OF MIND 

Am I the only iPhone user this happens 
to? I often discover that using the ‘Slide 
to unlock’ feature leads to my finger 
tapping an icon at the bottom of the 
iPhone desktop as it reveals itself. This 
happens more often these days 
since I fitted a snug silicone 
jacket onto the device. 

My index finger tends to ‘bounce’ off the 
rubbery edge of the protector, back onto the 
‘Dock’ area. And then, I note that my pocket 
companion is trying to use the 3G network to 
connect to the Web via Safari - or my email 
account using Mail - at my expense. 

You might assume that the default desktop 
locations of Safari, Phone, Mail and iPod are 
fixed at the bottom of the screen, where they are 
available for use from every page. Not so. You can 
move them around just like all the other iPhone 
apps icons. 

To keep them well away from the fickle finger of 
fate, I have moved all apps that could connect to 
the web, onto page four of my iPhone’s desktop. 
As a result, I have to actively flip pages to activate 
them. You can even leave the Dock empty, if you 
wish. I just have my green Phone icon sitting in 
the middle of the Dock. 

I hope that helps to reduce your data charges! 
Bob Stuart, Lake Macdonald, Queensland 


Each month, Liquid Digital gives an aGent V5 
webcam valued at $119.95 to the Australian 
Macworld reader who submits (via email or the AMW 
website) the best and most useful tip. Preference will 
be given to undocumented tips. 

The sleek aGent V5 webcam from Liquid Digital is 
compatible with all Macs (OS 10.4+) and features 
full-HD 1920 x 1080 2-megapixel quality. With a five- 
layer German quality glass lens, an ultra-light, low-light 
sensor and an enhanced digital in-built mic, the V5 is a 
great choice for web image and video applications. 
Email your tip with the subject header 'Help reader 
tip', including your full name, address and phone 
number, to macworldeditor@niche.com.au or make 
a contribution in the Help section of www.macworld. 
com.au/forums. All reader tips offered online or via 
mail/email become the sole property of Niche Media. 
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above. Supersize Icons: Using Spotlight in the Finder, you can view extra-large preview icons 
for any files, including movies and images. 


VIEW HUGE PREVIEW ICONS 

O I’d like to preview my 
■ photo files without going 
into iPhoto. Is there a way I 
can make the icons bigger? 

Matthew Jeenes, via email 

Leopard and Snow Leopard can 
display truly massive 512x512-pixel 
icons. This is especially useful when 
you want to preview videos and 
images before opening them. 

The standard way to view large 
icons is to open a Finder window, 
change to Cover Flow mode (View 
> As Cover Flow or 3€-4), drag the 
corner of the window to make it as 
large as possible, and then drag the 
handle underneath 
the preview window to maximise 
the icon size. 

Because this method tends to hog 
screen space, you might prefer this 
alternative: Open the folder containing 
the files you’d like to supersize, click 
in that window’s search box, and 
type (two double quotes). In the 
Search bar at the top of the window, 
change the setting from This Mac to 
the current folder (its name will appear 
in quotes) and switch the search from 
Contents to File Name. This Spotlight 
search will find every file in the current 
folder. When it’s done, change the 
view mode to Icons (View > As Icons 
or 3€-1). 


In the lower right corner of the 
window, you’ll see a slider for 
controlling icon size, and unlike in 
the Finder’s View Options window, 
you can go way past 128 by 128 
pixels (see “Supersize Icons”). 
Move the slider all the way to the 
right for some jumbo previews. 

— ROB GRIFFITHS 


BodvotBreen : scholicm Isn’t It Just a fancy word for <aiwax7 

abvove. Lost cursor found: Press a single 
key and 2point5fish’s Mouse Locator will 
locate your lost cursor. 

LOCATE A LOST CURSOR 

I sometimes find it hard 
■ to locate the cursor, so I 
feverishly move my mouse 
around in the hope that I’ll 
spot it. Is there a hot key that 
will cause the cursor to blink 
or glow or zoom - anything to 
help me find it? 

Bill Orchard, via the Internet 

There are a couple of things you 
could try. The first is to simply 
make the cursor a lot larger. You do 
this by opening the Universal Access 
pane in System Preferences, clicking 
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on the Mouse tab, and using the 
Cursor Size slider to increase the size 
of the cursor. 

Of course, this isn’t a great 
solution if you don’t want a larger 
cursor all the time. 

The other option is 2point5fish’s 
free Mouse Locator (www.2point5fish. 
com). Once you install this 
preference pane, you can cause a 
large green target to appear around 
the cursor by simply pressing the F6 
key. If you prefer, you can assign a 
different F-key. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 

CONTROL EXPOSE 
HOT CORNERS 

Ol am unfortunately 
■ prone to unintentionally 
activating Expose by 
dragging my cursor to the 
bottom left screen corner. 

I like using ‘hot’ screen 
corners but sometimes find 
them annoying rather than 
helpful. Is there a way I can 
make them ‘hot’ when I want, 
and ‘cold’ the rest of the 
time? 

Darlene Webster ; 
via the internet 


If you frequently find yourself stuck 
in Expose by accident, consider 
appending modifier keys - 3€, Shift, 
Option, or Control, for example 

- to your hot corners. 

Go to Leopard or Snow Leopard’s 
Expose & Spaces preference pane 
and click on the Expose tab. 

Under Active Screen Corners, 
choose a corner, click on its pop-up 
menu, and select one of these 
actions: All Windows, Application 
Windows, Desktop, Dashboard, 

Start Screen Saver, Disable Screen 
Saver, or Sleep Display (Put Display 
to Sleep). 

As you’re selecting an action, hold 
down the modifier key (or keys) you 
want to use. 

For instance, if you press 
Shift while clicking on the lower 
right menu, the symbols for those 
keys will appear next to each menu 
option. The secret is to continue 
holding these keys while you 
selecting the action you want - 
say, Desktop. 

From now on, Command-Shift- 
right corner should trigger Expose’s 
desktop-clearing function - and your 
accidental Expose activations should 
become a thing of the past. 

— ROB GRIFFITHS 



TIP: CHANGE SPOTLIGHT’S 
DICTIONARY 


When you enter a word in Spotlight’s menu-bar box, you’ll see not 
only matching files and folders but also dictionary entries. Spotlight 
usually returns the definition of your search term, which it gets from 
Apple’s Dictionary application. But what if you’d prefer to see the 
synonym rather than the definition? You can easily make it so. 

Launch Dictionary, bring up its preferences (Dictionary > 
Preferences), and drag Thesaurus instead of Dictionary to the top 
of the list. Now whenever you type a word in Spotlight, you’ll get 
a selection of synonyms (hover your cursor over the entry to see 
the complete list). You can also drag other dictionaries to the top 
of the list - with the exception of Wikipedia, which is not an actual 
dictionary but a front end that sends a query to Wikipedia’s website 
and displays the results. — ROB GRIFFITHS 
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above. You can be choosy: Creating sub-folders in Pages’ Templates folder makes for 
quick navigation. 


(File > New From Template Chooser). 

And a great way to organise 
these templates is to first navigate 
to youruserfolder/Library/Application 
Support/iWork/Pages/Templates. 
Within that folder, create new folders 
that allow you to group your templates 
the way you want. For example, I 
created _Home and _Work folders. 
Now open the My Templates folder 
and drag your custom templates into 
your new folders. 

Relaunch Pages and open the 
Template Chooser. Click on one of 
your new folders in the list on the 
left and then double-click to open 
a template. When you create a new 
template, place it directly in one of 
these folders. 

— ROB GRIFFITHS 

LEARN ESSENTIAL TEXT 
SHORTCUTS 

^ When I’m typing text, it’s 
■ annoying to have to reach 
for the mouse - my hands 
are busy on the keyboard, 
after all. Could you please 
explain how to use keyboard 
shortcuts to help with editing? 
Ross McFarlane, via email 


To start with, you can use the K-Up 
Arrow (or S-Down Arrow) trick to 
jump to the beginning (or end) of text 


www.macworld.com.au 


ORGANISE CUSTOM 
PAGES TEMPLATES 

O I use Apple’s Pages 
i software, and save a 
number of my documents 
as templates. But there 
doesn’t seem to be an easy 
way to group them for easy 
searching. I’ve tried using 
naming schemes - like 
starting all home files with 
‘Home’ - but I still have to 
scroll through the Template 
Chooser to find the one 
I want. 

Bill King, via email 


To save a document as a custom 
template, select the document (File 
> Save As Template). You’ll then be 
able to access it in the My Templates 
section of Pages’ Template Chooser 


MACWORLD Help 
STM query of the month: 

TIFF TO PDF? 


I have a fax service that sends the document 
directly to my nominated email account. The 
document arrives as a tiff file, but I like to 
store and work with my documents in PDF 
format (yeah, I know, that means Portable 
Document Format format). I also own a 
licence to PDF Studio, which I use often to 
work with my PDF files. 

I’ve searched high and low for a script that 
would allow me to automatically save the tiff 
as PDF, without having to open the document, 
‘saving as’ etc. I couldn’t find one, and don’t 
have the skills to write one. Can you help? 
Rumpole, via Australian Macworld Forums 


AMW Online Editor David Braue replies: The fax 

service you use may have the answer. mBox, for one, 
has an option on its configuration panel that allows 
you to specify that it sends you faxes as PDFs. 
Alternatively, you can automate the process using 
Automaton I’m using Snow Leopard and the process 
would be something like this: 

Start Automaton 

Double-click on ‘Service’. At the top of the right-hand 
column set it to ‘Service receives selected ‘Image 
files' in ‘Mail’ ’ Click PDFs in the LH column, then 
drag the ‘New PDF from Images’ tag that appears in 
column 2, into column 3 (the one that initially says 
‘Drag actions or files here to build your workflow’). 
Choose your options in the RH column - choose the 
output directory and root filename it should use when 
making the PDF. Now do File > Save As... and give 
the service a name (eg ‘Save attachment as PDF’). 

Exit Automaton 

When you go into Mail, right-click on a TIF attachment 
and, fingers crossed, your service should appear 
as an option. Click it and, fingers crossed again, it 
should do exactly what you describe. 
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Each month STM (02 8338 0222) gives a 
Remedy shoulder bag worth $99.95 to the 
AMW reader who sends in or posts to the 
forum the most intriguing query. STM's 
Remedy is a slim, light shoulder model 
that provides heavy-duty protection. 

Send your query to macworldeditor@ 
niche.com.au or post in the forums 
at www.macworld.com.au/forums. 

All queries and solutions are the sole 
property of Niche Media. 
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in almost any application (notable 
exceptions include Microsoft Office 
2004 and 2008). But that’s just the 
beginning. 

Press and hold the Option key 
while pressing and releasing the 
up (or down) arrow, for instance, to 
move up (or down) through a TextEdit 
document, one paragraph at a time. 

Pressing Command-Left Arrow (or 
3€-Right Arrow) jumps to the beginning 
(or end) of a line of text; Option-Left 
Arrow (or Option-Right Arrow) jumps 
backward (or forward) one word at a 
time. 

You can also add the Shift key to 
these shortcuts. For instance, Shift- 
Option-Up Arrow selects multiple 
paragraphs in your document, starting 
at your cursor and moving upward. 

To take things further, one of the 
first text editors was emacs, a Unix- 
based program that’s still available (via 
Terminal) in OS X today. The program 
has a set of defined keystrokes that 


you can use to move around text and 
perform simple edits. The secret is 
that these keystrokes work in many 
applications in OS X, not just in emacs 
in Terminal. 

A guide to emacs editing shortcuts 
at dsl.org/cookbook/cookbook_14 
.html#SEC192 contains a long list. 

I suggest sticking to the commands 
you see in the list that begin with C-, 
which is shorthand for the Control key. 

Only the movement and editing 
keys will work. Try Control-T in the 
midst of a word in Safari’s Google 
search box, and you’ll see the two 
adjacent characters swap positions. 

Control-A will move your cursor 
to the beginning of a line, Control-E 
moves it to the end, and Control-K 
erases all text from the current cursor 
position to the end of the line. 

I suggest experimenting with a 
dummy TextEdit document. 

— ROB GRIFFITHS 


TIP: CREATE A VIDEO WIDGET 

Let’s say you want to keep an eye on your local surf cam, but 
you don’t want to keep your browser open all the time. Safari’s 
Web Clip can help. 

Launch Safari, load the surf cam, and then select File > Open In 
Dashboard (or click on the toolbar’s scissors icon). The Web page 
will dim, with the exception of a highlighted area. Move that area over 
the video clip, drag the handles to adjust its size, and click to select 
that region. When you click on the Add button, Safari will open that 
window in Dashboard. 

Unfortunately, you won’t be able to view the video when you 
leave Dashboard. The solution: open Terminal and enter these two 
commands, pressing Return after each: 

defaults write com.apple.dashboard devmode YES 

killall Dock 

The first command puts Dashboard into Development Mode, so 
you can drag widgets onto your desktop; the second restarts the 
Dock, which controls Dashboard. (To disable Development Mode, 
repeat the above commands but change YES to NO in the first one.) 
Open Dashboard (FI 2) and start dragging the widget you just 
created. As you drag, press FI 2 to close Dashboard. Place the 
window wherever you like on your desktop (see “Video Widget”). 

To restore this widget to Dashboard, start dragging the widget, 
press FI 2 to activate Dashboard, and then release the window. 

— ROB GRIFFITHS 
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Lab Test MACWORLD 


HOLIDAY CAMERAS 

When you’re travelling you want a camera that’s going to give you everything 
you need in a single package. BARRIE SMITH chooses five of the best to 
take on the road. 


I n film days, when I went on 
holidays, I used to lug a camera 
bag stuffed to the zipper with 
camera bodies, lenses, lens hoods, 
plus a pouch of film cassettes. And 
that was just my 35mm kit! 

Then, if there was an opportunity to 
climb Kilimanjaro, I’d temporarily junk 
half my gear and leave it at the hotel 
for the uphill scramble. 

A bit of scuba diving and some 
wet and wild photography? Of 
course I brought the underwater 
housing with me, didn’t I? Need to 
capture the expansive inside of St 
Peters in the Vatican? Now where’s 
that tilt/shift lens? 

Want to shoot a wide panorama? 
Oh, I wish I could afford a swing-lens 
Widelux camera! Want to capture 
stills and video with the one, easy 
to transport camera? In ye olde film 
days, non possiblo! 

The idea of a holiday is to give you 
a break from your regular activities, 
dump the work ethic and go troppo. 

In the nicest possible way. 

Really, the idea of a holiday is 
not to strap a heavy collection of 
photographic gear onto your back or 
shoulders, all in the name of bringing 
back a brace of pictures that will give 
you a permanent reminder of all the fun 
you had in Bali, the sights of Singapore 
or the marvels of Machu Picchu. 

In today’s digital experience 
we’re very spoilt. Most times you can 
pack a single digital camera, with 
a multi range zoom lens and enjoy 


finger-tapping access to multiple ISO 
settings to give you the Kodachrome, 
Verichrome or Tri-X film ‘experience’. 

It’s possible to head out, camera in 
bum bag or pocket, and capture the 
entire world in flash memory. 

You can of course, mirror the old 
days completely by packing a digital 


to capture a wide variety of shots in a 
wide variety of conditions. 

None of the combos we’ve 
suggested here will break your bank 
and certainly none will break your 
back ... even if you combine a few of 
the suggested cameras into a dream 
holiday kit. 


The idea of a holiday is not to strap a 
heavy collection of photographic gear 
onto your back or shoulders.” 

SLR, add an arsenal of lenses and be 
able to capture almost any situation. 

This will cost you a packet and you’ll 
spend 50 per cent of your time 
calculating which lens will suit which 
subject rather than shooting. 

And, wouldn’t you know it - in 
the real world, with a DSLR you’ll 
have the ultra wide lens fixed to 
the body at the very moment when 
you need to rapidly catch a rapidly 
disappearing, distant sight with a 
long telephoto lens. One solution is 
to pack a couple of cameras. I’m 
not kidding. 

Now that there’s a plethora of 
cameras on the market and selling 
at beguilingly attractive prices you 
can pick up a clutch of models that 
possess surprisingly wide talents: 
wide shots, wet shots, distant tele 
shots, still and video shots. 

In this Lab Test we’ve assembled 
a list of cameras that could be used 
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MACWORLD Lab Test 


Canon PowerShot D10 Olympus PEN E-PI 


Waterproof down to 10 metres, the DIO is dustproof, 
shockproof and operable at -10 deg C, making it an ideal 
snapper for wet, wild and chilly holiday action. This camera 
could provide the most fun you can have with most of your 
clothes on. 

It shoots 12.1 megapixel images, sizing up to a 
maximum of 4000 x 3000 pixels. In movies, not so cool: 
only 640 x 480 or 320 x 240 pixels at 30 fps. 

The zoom is a 3x lens, with a 35mm SLR equivalent of 
35-105mm in range. Underwater, it’s really not wide enough: 
the 35mm becomes 50mm, thanks to refraction. 

The unusual body design is rounded at every edge, with 
four corner mounting points so you can attach a sturdy 
lanyard, according to your needs: You can now shoot left 
hand, right hand and with the camera over or under your 
head. 

Viewing is with a 6.4cm LCD screen - there’s no optical 
finder. The camera accepts a wide range of memory cards: 
SD, SSDHC, MMC etc. No internal memory. 

For metering, you have to rely on auto or Program AE 
but if you’re shooting underwater, the fewer options the 
better. To help you along above ground there are a few aids 
like scene detection, face detection and blink detection. 
Besides these, you can choose any of the 17 scene modes 
accessible through the viewfinder menu. 

Optional accessories include additional shoulder or 
neck straps, screw-on face plates to ‘militarise’ your 
camera - in camouflage, orange or grey - and even a clip 
on external flash. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. A fresh approach 
to shooting pictures. The D10 is small and light enough to 
carry on even the toughest trek. Easy to use. Quality is OK. 


This lightweight, interchangeable-lens camera is not a 
DSLR. Thanks to its 4/3rds inch Micro Four Thirds Live MOS 
sensor, the reflex mirror has been dumped, along with the 
optical finder and flash. But there is a large 3in LCD screen. 

You get Program AE, shutter and aperture priority plus 
manual exposure modes, precise control of exposure and 
colour and access to lenses from Olympus and Panasonic. 

The PEN is not a compact digital camera. But it is a 
versatile camera that’s pocketable - if you take the lens off. 

External controls are few - about 10 plus the four-way jog 
wheel - but the six buttons on the rear surface are black and 
hard to see. 

With the jog wheel you can control ISO settings, white 
balance, auto focus setting as well as single/continuous 
shooting. Macro is accessed from the mode dial, along with 
18 other scene modes like panorama, beach/snow shots, 
portraits etc. 

The PEN can shoot stills up to 4032 x 3024 pixels. Movie 
shooting can be made in 16:9 ratio and 1280 x 720-pixel 
resolution. 

Olympus’ Art Filters can be used for stills and movies. 
They let you transform mundane pictures into classic, grainy 
B&W or colour variations and are much easier than stuffing 
around with Photoshop. 

Dust removal and a stabiliser are inbuilt. The latter means 
you can attach any lens and enjoy steady stills. But movie 
shooting is electronically stabilised. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. A very different 
way to shoot top-quality images. This could be a camera for 
all the family; the knowledgeable would have a ball with the 
mass of features, while raw novices could use the iAUTO 
feature and not miss a shot. Image quality is excellent. 



Cons Needs wider lens 


RRP $599 


Canon, www.canon.com.au 
Pros Handles the rough stuff 


Olympus, www.olympus.com.au 
Pros Quality images 

Cons LCD screen hard to see in bright light 
RRP $1399 with f3.5-5.6/14-42mm lens 
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Panasonic Lumix DMC-FZ35 

This one is ideal for DSLR wannabes who don’t want to 
mess with constant lens changing when shooting varied 
subjects. The reality is that most times you’re better off 
with a fixed-lens digital camera that has an extended zoom 
range ... like this one. 

The lens is a modest 18x optical zoom that runs from 
4.8-86.4mm or, in 35mm-speak, 27-486mm. Not as long as 
some but still pretty useful. 

The CCD captures a 12.1-million-pixel image, accounting 
for a maximum image size of 4000 x 3000 pixels. Taking it 
further, the FZ35 also shoots 1280 x 720-pixel resolution 
high-definition movies and stereo sound using the AVCHD 
Lite (MPEG-4/H.264) codec, playable via an HDMI port to an 
HD TV. Unlike many other cameras, you can use the optical 
zoom while you’re shooting movies. 

Rarely seen in a fixed-lens camera, the FZ35 can capture 
RAW as well as JPEG images. This will please quality 
conscious photographers keen to play with their images in 
software such as Lightroom or Aperture. 

The camera has two LCD screens, one in the top turret 
and the other at the rear, a 2.7in screen. While the former 
is preferable for bright daylight shooting, the resolution is 
so poor, so in most cases you’re better off with the large, 
higher-resolution rear screen. 

The FZ35 has auto, Program AE, aperture and shutter 
priority and manual exposure modes - plus a battery of 
scene modes for those without the skills to drive the camera 
in ‘manual’. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. An ideal camera 
for when you want to shoot wide, then long and back again. 
The camera handles flare particularly well, snaring bright, 
well-coloured and sharp shots. Perfect for the traveller. 


Panasonic Lumix DMC-GH1 

The sharp-eyed reader will notice that not only do we 
have two Micro Four Third cameras in the listing but two 
Panasonics as well. 

This one is ideal for the photographic holiday, where 
you tolerate a small amount of bulk and weight to capture 
images of high standard. The GH1 is impressive, but it’s the 
interchangeable lens that stops traffic! 

Now you can enjoy a high quality camera and - with the 
f4-5.8/14-140mm/1 Ox zoom attached - a comparatively 
small and light, optically stabilised zoom that can cover all 
shooting needs. 

The camera captures 12.1 megapixels images, maxed at 
4000 x 3000 pixels. It also shoots full-high-definition 1920 x 
1080 video at 24 fps. The video sound pickup is stereo and 
- a first! - there’s a port to connect an external microphone. 

The GH1 captures in JPEG and RAW then, when you’re 
done, outputs images via a USB 2.0, AV or an HDMI 
connection. 

There’s full-time ‘Live View’ with the turret viewfinder or 
the rear 3in LCD. The display switches as you move your 
eye to or from the turret finder, and the rear screen swings 
out, rotating laterally and vertically. 

You can use the camera like a point-and-shoot, thanks 
to a mode that automatically selects the most suitable 
scene. The full run of exposure modes - auto, Program AE, 
aperture and shutter priority - are there, plus manual and 
scene modes such as sports and portraits. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. With the lOx zoom 
I noticed a small amount of barrel distortion at the wide end 
of the zoom and a little pincushion distortion in telephoto. 
Acceptable. However, the GH1 pulled in accurately exposed 
shots, with splendid colour and excellent sharpness thanks 
to the lOx zoom. 


Panasonic, www.panasonic.com.au 
Pros Wide zoom range 
Cons None to speak of 



Panasonic, www.panasonic.com.au 
Pros Love the zoom 



Cons Turret finder has poor resolution 


RRP $2849 including 10x zoom 
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Ricoh GR Digital III 

Sometimes on the holiday trail you need a point-and-shoot 
that doesn’t demand too much in the way of shooting 
options. 

This Ricoh is small. Even with the lens extended, it has 
a low profile. The aperture is a fast fl .9, with a fixed focal 
length equating to a 28mm lens on a 35mm SLR. 

Picture capture is 10 megapixels, with a maximum image 
size of 3648 x 2736 pixels. Movie specs are quite poor: only 
640 x 480 pixels at 30 fps. 

The shutter speeds run all the way from 180 seconds 
to 1/2000. Exposure modes include auto, Program AE, 
aperture and shutter priority plus manual. 

In the focus mode called ‘snap’ you can preset the focus 
point, then ‘snap’ to it when you need to. 

The Ricoh also has a dynamic-range ‘double shot’ mode 
that takes a pair of exposures, then combines the correctly 
exposed areas from each to make a single picture with 
maximum contrast. It can capture in JPEG or RAW. 

There’s no optical finder but the 3in LCD screen is to die 
for. With a resolution of 920,000 pixels, its picture is razor 
sharp. It’s also bright enough to frame shots, even with 
sunlight directly on its surface. 

There are tonnes of customisation levels in the camera, 
so you can personalise frequently used settings and assign 
them to specific buttons and dials. 

You would expect a single-focal-length lens to be a top 
performer, and it is. No sign of any distortion with this baby. 
Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Picture quality 
was extremely sharp and accurately coloured but I did find 
the camera subject to flare in bright conditions; that front 
element is very exposed. The Digital III is a powerhouse of 
a camera. 


Ricoh, www.tasco.com.au and www.ricoh.com 
Pros Compact, capable camera 
Cons Lens flare in bright conditions 
RRP S999 _ 

m 


Sanyo XactiVPC-WHI EX 
camcorder 

This one really tickled my fancy, although, after working with 
it for a week or two, I was reluctant to include it in my top 
five group. It’s just not there yet. 

However, the Sanyo Xacti WH1 is most assuredly the 
sort of camera/camcorder that fills specific needs and 
performs adequately - but not brilliantly. To be precise: 
there’s no other piece of gear on the market that does 
what this baby does. 

Ultra compact, with a bright yellow body, made to be 
waterproof down to 3m and with a swing out/up/down 
LCD screen, it can take stills and capture 16:9 HD video to 
places others fear to venture. 

The lens has a 30x optical range, stretching from the 
35mm-equivalent of 43 to 1290mm. I feel the wide end is 
not wide enough for underwater work, due to the effects 
of refraction and the 30x zoom is far too long for steady 
handheld shooting. 

JPEG stills capture is maxed out at 1600 x 1200 pixels, 
with MPEG4 video recording topping at 1280 x 720 pixels. 
You can shoot stills printable to 10 x 15cm and record 
video to play later on an HD TV screen, using composite, 
component or HDMI outputs. But it’s far from full-HD 
1920 x 1080p. 

With 43MB of internal memory you could hit the waves 
with no card loaded and shoot nearly 90 stills or 30 seconds 
of movies. The Xacti accepts SD or SDHC cards. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. An ideal 
camcorder for outdoor adventures where you just have 
to bring the pictures back alive. Not ideal for those who 
consider quality to be more important than the action 
on screen. 

Sanyo, www.sanyo.com.au 
Pros Goes anywhere 


RRP $699 
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Logitech 
Performance 
Mouse M950 



Logitech, www.logitech.com 
Pros Tracks on glass 
Cons Not for gaming 
RRP $199.95 


Keep on trackin’ 


L ogitech’s M950 and its portable version, the M905 
($149.95), each perform a very clever trick. They 
can track on glass. And a bunch of other surfaces 
not usually handled well by a conventional mouse. 

These mice achieve this by using Darkfield laser 
tracking which - compared to conventional lasers - can 
pick up on much smaller surface irregularities, enabling 
them to find tracking reference points even on (and in) 
glass. This means you can throw your mouse mat away. 

I tried it on glass, a glossy laminate desk surface, 
even the cover of Australian Macworld, and it lived up to 
Logitech’s claims. Glass desk users, rejoice. 

Feature-wise, the M950 has the two standard left and 
right click buttons plus a third in the thumb scoop. Side- 
mounted back and forward buttons make web browsing 
easier but I found them a bit clumsy to use. And a zoom 
button enables zooming in apps such as iPhoto. 

The wheel is also a button, and scrolls left and right, 
but it’s not the easiest to use. Behind it is a button that 
toggles between a stepped and stepless wheel action. 

All the buttons are programmable and the M950 
comes with a USB Unifying Receiver which can manage 
up to six compatible Logitech peripherals. 

The M950 scores well in the comfort stakes, with a 
positive grip and fit. But If your hands are small you may 
find the M950 a bit cumbersome to use and might want 
to consider the smaller M905, if the value of a Darkfield 
laser is important to you. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Anyone 
who hates mouse pads will find the M950 appealing. 
However, this is not the best gaming mouse. Logitech 
acknowledges this, recommending an optical laser 
mouse for the twitchy types, 


— CHRIS OATEN 


Small but deadly 

Ultra-portable speaker impresses. 


GrooveBassball 

Cygnett, www.cygnett.com 

Pros Great sound for its size 

Cons None, though it would be 
great to see it in more nano¬ 
matching colours 

RRP $49.95 



S mall travel speakers for iPods, 
iPhones and other portable 
devices generally look good 
and cost next to nothing, but fail 
dismally when it comes to their sound. 

For that reason, I generally avoid 
reviewing them as they tend to end up 
with a one- or two-mouse rating and 
waste valuable review space. 

Cygnett’s GrooveBassball, however, 
is an entirely different kettle of fish. 

It’s shaped like a slightly oversized 
and squashed golfball, and expands 
to a hamburger shape when twisted 
open. It contains a 36mm speaker, a 
lithium battery that can be recharged 
via USB, an On/Off switch and a 
power light. 

It comes with a cable featuring a 
mini-USB connector on one end and 
a 3.5mm audio jack and full USB plug 
on the other. The audio jack is for 
connecting to your iPod or iPhone, 
and the USB connector is for charging 
the built-in battery (which gives three 
hours of playtime). 

The speaker only delivers 2W of 
power, but has a full, nicely modulated 
sound even at higher volumes. 

Where speakers of this size 
generally deliver loads of treble, 


minimal mid-range and no bass, the 
Groove Bassball manages to cover a 
surprising tonal range. 

The treble is there, certainly, but 
there’s a clear, powerful midrange 
and even a fair amount of bass. The 
latter is helped to no small degree by 
the expandable sound tunnel which 
appears when you unscrew the unit. 

You shouldn’t use the Groove¬ 
Bassball for your next party, but it’s 
great for casual listening on the road. 

Contruction is plastic, but robust. 

A nice little feature is an eyelet for 
attaching a lanyard so you can wear it 
around your neck, though there’s no 
strap in the package. 

The Groove Bassball is available in 
red, black and white, and comes with 
a two-year warranty. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. A really nice product that 
delivers far more than its competitors. 
It will make a great present this 
Christmas. ^ 

— DAVE BULLARD. ^ 
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Solid movie-maker 

Apple’s video editing flagship is worth the cash. 


t has been more than two long 
years since Apple released Final 
Cut Pro 6, its flagship pro-level 
nonlinear video editing app. While 
there are a few extremely sexy new 
features in Final Cut Pro 7 - among 
them new ProRes flavors, iChat 
Theater, and Easy Export that will 
attract lots of attention - the main 
focus of this new version seems to 
be enhancing stability, speed, and 
productivity. 

ProRes, a high-definition lossy 
video compression format developed 
by Apple for use in post-production, 
was introduced in 2007 with Final Cut 
Pro 6. The new variations broaden the 
codec family’s capabilities into higher- 
end post-production, news markets, 
and offline editing. 

In the most compelling new feature 
of this release, Apple builds on the 
success of its excellent ProRes codec 
family by adding three new flavours: 
ProRes 4444, ProRes 422 (LT), and 
ProRes 422 (Proxy). 

ProRes 4444 is designed for 
highest-end work or compositing 
with alpha channel. The LT version is 
for lightweight deliverables, such as 
broadcast, while the 422 (Proxy) 
is specifically for offline editing. That’s 
in addition to the two flavours for 
“normal” editing and finishing which 
are still there from the previous version. 

Easy Export will probably be the 
favourite new feature of most editors 
for its ease of use and time savings. 
Found under File > Share, it replaces 
Export Via Compressor. At first glance, 
it looks like Apple has just lifted a page 
from the Share interface of iMovie 
’09, but there’s more to it than that. 
There are three new aspects of the 
Easy Export feature that significantly 
enhance productivity and flexibility. 

You can assign settings for target 
outputs such as Web, iPod, AppleTV, 
or DVD, directly in Final Cut Pro 



Easy Export 
will probably 
be the favourite 
new feature of 
most editors 
for its ease of 
use and time 
savings.” 


Final Cut Pro 7 


without having to launch Compressor; 
exporting happens in the background; 
and you can assign post-compression 
Job Actions to any of the queued 
targets, which are more extensive 
than the options you could assign in 
Compressor in the past. 

Among these is the ability to burn 
a DVD or Blu-ray disc directly from 
this interface without going to DVD 
Studio Pro. 

Blu-ray? That’s right - you can 
burn a Blu-ray disc directly from within 
Final Cut Pro 7. The downside is that 
Apple (as of this writing) still doesn’t 
sell a Blu-ray capable SuperDrive, so 
you have to get a third-party drive. You 
can, however, burn AVCHD Blu-ray 
content to a standard recordable DVD 
disc in your SuperDrive via Share, and 
that will play in a Blu-ray player. 

Then there’s iChat Theater, which 
will be a boon to editors cutting 
remotely. OK, so you’ve used iChat’s 
video chat feature, right? What if you 
could send the live output of your edit 
session to someone over iChat? And 
wouldn’t it be nice to have a picture- 
in-picture of yourself over the video so 
you could talk to the remote client on 
video chat while editing? 

And wouldn’t it be nice to have a 
timecode burn-in on screen while you 
did it? Now you can. 


Apple, www.apple.com.au 

Pros New ProRes flavours; 

Easy Export; convenient iChat 
Theater; genuine productivity 
enhancements. 

Cons Some glitches still not fixed; 
mediocre progress after two years 
since previous version 

RRP Part of $1499 Final Cut 
Studio suite ($449 upgrade) 


Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. Apple has taken an already 
excellent market-leading tool further 
with significant improvements that will 
benefit editors and enable them to get 
better work done even faster. We’ve 
only just scratched the surface in this 
review. 

The background processing, 

Easy Export, and new ProRes 
flavours alone make this a worthwhile 
upgrade for the entirely reasonable 
upgrade price of $449 for the entire 
Final Cut Studio. 

As a product, this is very strong, a 
definite ‘A’. ^ 

— MIKE CURTIS 
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Bye bye blackboard 

Clever gizmo turns any whiteboard into an interactive one. 


Below. The mimio 
Interactive bar (seen 
at top left) is easily 
attached to any 
whiteboard - or 
many other surfaces. 


I nteractive whiteboards are proving 
to be an invaluable tool for teachers 
and businesspeople, allowing them 
to interact with a computer program 
by using a stylus, or to capture a 
lesson or a presentation they’re writing 
and drawing on a board. 

My daughters, aged 12 and 
nine, can hardly remember the days 
before their schools had interactive 
whiteboards, let alone ‘plain’ ones or 
museum-standard blackboards. 

But they’re at a school with a 
PTA fund-raising like mad to get 
interactive whiteboards for every 
classroom. Which brings us to the 
cost of the technology, which adds 
up very quickly. 

The mimio system, which turns any 
‘normal’ whiteboard into an interactive 
one, has a couple of advantages: it’s 
relatively inexpensive and it’s portable, 
so it can be easily shared between 
classes or work units. 

The core of the system is the 
Interactive bar, which attaches to 
the left or right side of a whiteboard 
(depending on whether you’re left- or 
right-handed) via suction cups or 
brackets mounted with magnets or 
double-sided tape. 

After a quick calibration, the bar 
uses ultrasound and infrared sensors 


mimio 

Interactive 

Multimedia Technology 
www.mmt.com.au 

Pros Accurate, portable, 
can be shared 

Cons Dated software interface 

RRP $1095; $1495 bundled 
with ink pens 


m 


to triangulate and track the two-button 
stylus 87 times per second. It gives 
you full access to your Mac via USB 
or, if you upgrade, via Wi-Fi. 

You need to connect your Mac to 
a projector to get your screen image 
on to the whiteboard and interact with 
whatever program you have running. 

The unit comes with mimio 
Studio software for drawing, typing, 
annotating and the like, plus 
integrating media files into a lesson 
or presentation. It also comes with 
lesson templates and tools such as 
reveal boxes and stopwatches. 

The tools can also be used with 
your other programs such as Safari. 

It’s such a varied and useful 
application that it’s a shame it 
has such an old-fashioned and 
unengaging interface. 

The stylus pen - the ‘mimio mouse’ 
- can be substituted by ink styluses 
when you want to draw directly on 


to the whiteboard and capture what 
you’ve written or drawn. The board 
work is captured as slides that can be 
printed, emailed or exported. 

The Ink Capture Kit, which can 
be bundled or bought separately for 
$450, comes with red, green, blue and 
black pens and an electric dry-eraser. 

You don’t even need a Mac to use 
the mimio in this way. The Interactive 
bar has a built-in memory that 
captures and stores your board work. 

Another great advantage of a mimio 
is that it’s not limited to whiteboards. 
For example, there’s a trend among 
companies to use frosted glass to write 
on instead of a whiteboard, and the 
mimio can capture that work. 

The ‘mimio Pad’ tablet ($550) 
allows teachers to walk around, 
engaging students while maintaining 
command of the interactive lesson 
material. Or a few units can be used 
to enable multi-student collaboration. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. The mimio is perfect for 
offsite work or for sharing between 
classes and work groups. It’s easy to 
set up and use, the sensors are fast 
and accurate, and it comes at a very 
reasonable price. The mimio can work 
at sizes of up to 2.4m by 1.2m. At this 
size you’d be paying about $3500 for a 
dedicated interactive whiteboard of the 
same quality as the $1095 mimio. The 
software could do with a bit of sprucing 
up and modernising, though. ^ 

— DAVE BULLARD 
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Are you being served? 

Snow Leopard Server is a real winner. 


W ith Snow Leopard Server 
- the latest incarnation 
of Apple’s server 

software - Apple has been able to 
do the impossible: create a server 
operating system that can run on 
almost any Mac and make setup and 
configuration almost trivially simple. 

However, don’t let the word ‘server’ 
put you off considering this for home 
use or for your small business. 

We chose to run Snow Leopard 
server on a current 20in iMac with the 
default 2GB of RAM and 500GB hard 
drive. There’s no need to shell out for 
a Mac Pro or Xserve. 

In fact, this is one of Snow Leopard 
Server’s best features. The hardware 
entry point is very low. 

If you’re running a small business 
you can install it to a Mac Mini with 
a large-capacity external hard drive. 
When you outgrow that machine you 
can move it to an iMac or Mac Pro 
and eventually up to an Xserve. 

As Snow Leopard Server can be 
backed up using Time Machine it’s 
possible to migrate your server to 
new hardware with no need to do any 
configuration as Time Machine takes 
care of that for you. 

Our installation, including the 
setting of options for the iCal server, 
Mail server and other items, took 
90 minutes including wiping the old 
system from the iMac. 

All the different setup options are 
clearly named and there’s plenty of 
online help available if you need it. 

Snow Leopard Server supports 
clients of all persuasions. During 
installation we elected to support 
iPhone, Windows and Linux clients 
as well as Macs. Shared folders were 
available almost instantly. 

We configured our server to be a 
Time Machine server and our Macs 
were able to see the server as a 
backup location. For a small business 


we see this is a huge advantage over 
the Time Capsule approach. With the 
right hardware Time Machine backups 
can be made on RAID arrays ensuring 
both better performance and reliability. 

One of the features we really looked 
forward to testing was the iCal and 
Address Book server. Even in a small 
office with a couple of people, the 
ability to quickly scan diaries and share 
an Address Book is very useful. 

Sharing information within a 
business can be difficult when 
collaboration hasn’t been considered 
from the beginning. The new Wiki 
Server makes it possible to view wiki 
content on an iPhone and preview 
attachments with Quick Look on most 
browsers with Mac, Windows and 
Linux clients. 

For many people, a Wiki sounds 
like a nerd’s tool. However, being able 
to share unstructured information, 
like newspaper stories and market 
information can make a lot easier. Oh, 


Apple OS X 
Snow Leopard 
Server 

Apple, www.apple.com.au 
Pros Easy setup; just works 


Barring some major 
network catastrophe, 
admin tasks can be 
completed without 
having to physically 
access the hardware.” 

and the Wiki Server is iPhone-ready so 
you don’t even need a Mac. 

Very useful are the administration 
tools that can be installed to any 
Mac on your LAN, allowing you to 
complete admin tasks without having 
to physically access the hardware. 

With your LAN correctly configured 
the Webserver, iCal, Address Book, 

Wiki and other server applications can 
be accessed over the internet. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. At just $699 for an unlimited 
number of users, Snow Leopard 
Server is almost a no-brainer. If you 
need to support multiple users who 
share information then this big cat is 
close to perfect, ^ 


•ANTHONY CARUANA 
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Windows apps without Windows 

But virtual environment falls short of ideal. 


I f you need to run legacy Windows 
applications on your Mac, a simpler 
option to dual-booting into Boot 
Camp or running Windows within 
a virtual machine application such 
as Parallels or VMware Fusion is 
CodeWeaver’s Crossover Mac Pro 8.0. 

This is an application that runs 
a virtual environment from which to 
run Windows. (We tested the Pro 
version, which supports both apps 
and games.) 

With Crossover 8 installed on 
your Mac, you can insert a Windows 
installer disc such as the one for 
Microsoft Office 2007 or Quicken 
2009 for Windows, install the 
program, and run it without actually 
running Windows. This saves time, 
because you never have to boot 
the Windows OS. And, theoretically, 
it should make Windows apps run 
faster on your Mac. 

Crossover Mac Pro 8 is a smart 
application; it relies on the open- 
source Wine application for running 
Windows apps and streamlines the 
install process. However, since the 
Crossover 7 release last year, the 
new version only adds support for 
one major, new Windows application 
(Quicken 2009) and tweaks Office 
2007 compatibility. 

My chief complaint is still that the 
application does not provide any 
guidance as to whether an application 
will work at the time of install, and 
relies instead on an online user forum. 

Crossover 8 has tweaked support 
for Office 2007 and now runs more 
reliably and faster, and adds support 
for features such as inserting clip art. 
That said, on my MacBook with 2GB 
of RAM and a 2.4GHz Core 2 Duo 
processor, Office 2007 still crashed to 
the Desktop at least once an hour. 

It supports some of the more popular 
- but still not the very latest - PC 
games, such as Left4Dead. 



With Crossover 8, you 
can run a Windows- 
only program like 
Internet Explorer as 
you would any other 
Mac program.” 


uodeweavers, 

www.codeweavers.com 

Pros Saves the complexity of 
running Windows 

Cons Bugs; minimal app support; 
relies on user forums tor bug 
tracking 

RRP Standard US$39.95 (about 
$45); Pro US$69.95 (about $77) 




With Crossover 8, you can run a 
Windows-only program like Internet 
Explorer as you would any other Mac 
program. I tested Internet Explorer 7 
and, after it finally installed, sites rich 
with ActiveX components, such as 
Live.com, ran quite well. 

Quicken 2009 never crashed, 
although parts of the program have 
noticeable graphical glitches. 

Accessing these apps is easy: 
Crossover puts icons for Windows 


apps in a folder, and you can even 
drag them to the dock for easy access. 

Still, most new Windows apps, 
such as Adobe Photoshop CS4 and 
Word 2010, will not work. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. You might think that 
Crossover 8 is a terrible way to run 
Windows apps - even Office 2007 
support is limited. In my view, for a 
company of only 25 people trying to 
create a way to avoid virtual instances 
of the full Windows OS, Crossover 8 
is getting there, slowly but surely, ^ 

— JOHN BRANDON 
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Apple Computers 


Authorised Reseller 
17f Competitive prices 
r7[ Buy Australia-wide online 
[7f Convenient store hours 


Apple Service 


|7[ Apple authorised service 
[7f Average 3.2 day turn-around 
Available on-site in Melbourne 


iPod & iPhone repairs 


ET Free assessment for iPods 
ET $66 assessment fee for iPhones 
6 month warranty on parts 
iPod repairer since 2005 


Matte screens 


MacBookand 
MacBook Pro 
matte screen 
replacements 


0 Removes the glare permanently 
Ef MacBook retains Apple warranty 
[7f From $399 for exchange display 



svnereetic 

%/ C J Australia Pty Ltd 

315-319 High Street, Kew, Vic. 3101 
Phone (03) 9855 2323 
www.synergeticaustralia.com 


www.wysiwyg.com.au 
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DIGITAL COL UR PRINTINC 
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" Gloss 'Matt] 

Great Value! 
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Quality Ex Demo 
Superseded Macs 
All with Warranty 


macs as new 

www.macsasnew.com.au 

always updated with current stock 


330D Miller Street 
CAMMERAY 
NSW 2062 

ph: (02) 9922 2327 



, Apple Secondhand Reseller 


SECURITY CAM 


Turnaround 3-5 days plus 10% GST & Freight 

Call us for more prices & info @ 

02 9922 7288 
or go to wysiwyg.com.au 

*** send your file to us by email or our website 

WYSIWYG DIGITAL COLOUR PRINTING 


Unit 26, 6 Herbert Street St Leonards NSW 2065 
■Tel 02 9922 7288 ■ Fax 02 9922 2788 
Email sales@wysiwyg.com.au 
www.wysiwyg.com.au 



Security Software & Hardware for Mac 



Record/View on Mac, PC or iPhone 

Retail, Home, Industrial, Wireless or LAN. 
I.P. & Analogue Cameras 
Protect your Home or Business 

P£ NT 1G0N 546 Whitehorse Road Mont Albert 
Vic 3127 Ph:03 98961555 



apple help? 

apple computer & ipod service centre 

The Mac Doctors 

• Authorised Service Provider 


459 Flinders St Townsville City Ph: (07) 4724 5889 
449 Ipswich Rd Annerley Brisbane Ph: (07) 3848 9438 



Great Mac Service & Sales 

Established in 1990, Microseconds is a Sydney based specialist 
in new and used Macintosh computer sales, service, repairs and a 
wide range of spare parts.We also purchase 2nd Hand Macs. For 
a full description of our current professional, friendly service, 
call or (better yet) consult our comprehensive website at: 

www.microseconds.com.au 



Macintosh Computers & Peripherals 
Suite 214, 22-36 Mountanin Street 
Broadway NSW 2007 
Telephone: (02) 9281 6393 
Facsimile: (02) 9281 4130 
sales@microseconds.com.au 
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Data Detect 

MAC Hard Drive Data Recovery Specialists 


0 Australia’s Premier Data Recovery Company 
0 Hard disk recovery (internal HDD and USB) 

0 Free diagnostic evaluation and quotation 
0 Your data back or NO CHARGE - GUARANTEED 
0 Nation wide free return postage 
0 Quickest turn around time 
0 Class 100 certified CLEAN environment 
0 Emergency services 
0 RAID recovery experts 



Tel: (02) 9929 4822 - 24/7 hour Emergency service: (02) 9460 3864 

Email: info@datadetect.com.au - www.datadetect.com.au 


Professional Solutions, Service 
and Support (Since 1982) 


[•Onsite Mac Service - Home, Office 

•Xserve network integration 

• Telephony on Macs 

y^veotory, 

•MacPractice Medical Accounting 


• Security Cameras on Macs 




* Small & large Installations 

P£"MT4rznN www.pentaqon.net.au I 
rc.IV I 1UUIM sales@pentagon.net.au 

Cnr Union & Whitehorse Rd I 
Mont Albert 3127 
Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm \ 

Sat9am-5pm I 


vodafone 


98961555 


MacOAid 

SERVICE SOLUTIONS SUPPORT 

On-Site Mac Service 

We come to you, anywhere in 
Melbourne Metro area 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
< Apple Mac Troubleshooting 
• Installation & Maintenance 
« Networking, Internet & Email 
• Upgrades & Independant Advice 

Phone: 1800 762 040 

Email: support@macaid.com.au 
Visit: www.macaid.com.au 


macmarket 

A simple and cost effective way 
to showcase your business, 
vyhy not advertise today? 

Call Liana on (03) 9948 4974 to book. 



Call the Service Heroes 

• Showroom - new & used 

• Onsite Repairs 

• Warranty Repairs 

• Data Recovery 

• Sales 

• Support 

• Upgrades 

Adelaide, We've Got You Covered 

08 8260 1311 

hebbbib 


HELP! 



Full HD webcam at true 2mp 


BUY 1 GET 2nd HALF PRICE* 

‘See online for details. 

/\ C= = hsi "T VS (HD) 


www.liquiddigital.com.au 


INVENTORY MANASMEINT 
& POINT-OF-SALE 



•Easy Workflow'Powerful Reporting 


Competes with mass mere 
systems at an affordable price! 


© Symbiotic Australia 

sales@symbiotic.com.au Ph: 03 9895 2999 



is Kensington' 



Quailty peripherals for your notebook, desktop and iPod. Proudly distributed by Try and Byte. 
To view the full range of products, please visit our website. 



TRYS BYTE www.tryandbyte.com.au 
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ONE MORE THING 


S upporting Apple was easy in 
the old days; it was the clear 
underdog and about money 
is incumbent in every category it 
competes in except the desktop PC. 

In fact the Apple brand - and 
anything associated with Apple - is 
now so popular that just mentioning 
Apple, iPhone or Mac in a headline 
almost guarantees a read. 

So when Greenpeace started a 
media campaign, claiming Apple 
wasn’t doing enough to ensure its 
products were free from dangerous 
substances, people took note, 
including Apple CEO Steve Jobs. 

In May 2007, Jobs posted a letter 
on the Apple website titled ‘A Greener 
Apple’ that outlined a new strategy 
to be more transparent on the work 
Apple was doing to improve its 
environmental policy. In the letter he 
described all of the toxic chemicals 
used in Apple’s products and outlined 
Apple’s position in removing them, 
including dates when the chemicals 
were to be removed. Jobs did the 
same for Apple’s recycling effort. 


Practically speaking, Apple Australia 
makes it easy to be green.” 


Two years ago many argued that 
this was merely lip service to get 
organisations like Greenpeace off 
Apple’s case, but now it is clear to all 
that Jobs meant what he said. 

All new Apple products now carry 
an Environmental Status Report 
that features information about the 
products’ environmental impact. 

The information in these reports can 
vary but includes information about 
the materials (and in most cases 
lack of dangerous materials) used 
to produce the products and, in the 
case of computers, specifies Energy 
Star and EPEAT ratings. 

Apple has also dedicated 
a website (www.apple.com/ 
environment) to disclose more 
about its environmental footprint, 
and to provide information 
about its Life Cycle Impact. Not 
surprisingly, Apple has gone further 
than many others and analysed a 


product’s complete life cycle, from 
manufacturing to recycling. 

Apple’s research showed that 
over 50 percent of its environmental 
footprint comes from the power that 
its products consume when they’re 
in the hands of consumers, and only 
a relatively small amount comes 
from running Apple’s facilities. 

Practically speaking, Apple 
Australia makes it easy to be green. 

If you buy any Apple computer 
or Apple display from the Apple 
Store (retail, phone or web) Apple 
will recycle your old computer and 
monitor at no charge. All you need to 
do is register at tinyurl.com/ygcayxw 
and let Apple do the rest. 

If you’ve bought your Mac 
through a third-party reseller 
there are community recycling 
events around the country. More 
information: tinyurl.com/yle7alu or 
your local council website. ^ 



www.iplllow.com.au 


Virtually undetectable twin inbuilt speakers 
Connects to any music source with a headphone jack 
Adjust the volume within the iPillow® by adjusting the volume of your music source 


iPillow 

• my pillow my music 





EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 



"When only the best will do, buy Rocstor" 


rrr^m 


www.monstamac.com.au 
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Eagleroc E3 

Desktop External Hard Drives with USB Port 

Eagleroc desktop external drives deliver outstanding 
performance and reliability in a variety of colors. Designed 
and engineered in the USA to meet the needs of the 
demanding data storage market, the Eagleroc 3.5" external 
hard drives are compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® environments. 


The ArcticRoc 2T 

Tower RAID System - 5 Ports 



Eagleroc E9 

Desktop External Hard Drives with FireWire 800 
(1394b), FireWire 400 (1394a) and USB (2.0) Ports 

Eagleroc desktop external drives deliver outstanding 
performance and reliability in a variety of colors. Designed 
and engineered in the USA to meet the needs of the 
demanding data storage market, the Eagleroc 3.5" external 
hard drives are compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® environments. 

The ArcticRoc 4T 

Tower RAID System - 5 Ports 
eSATA,FW800,FW400+USB 



The Arcticroc, a highly versatile RAID system is available in a 
2-Bay model with up to 4 Terabytes of disk storage. The drives 
are Hot-Swappable, with transfer speeds of 3 Gbits/s to and from 
the host. ARCTICROC is also compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® Operating Systems. 


The Arcticroc is a highly versatile RAID system (Raid 0,1,5) that is 
available in a 4-Bay Tower model with up to 8 Terabytes of disk 
storage. The drives are Hot-Swappable, with transfer speeds of 3 
Gbits/s to and from the host. ARCTICROC is also compatible with 
both Windows® and Macintosh® Operating Systems. 



RocPort ID3 - 320GB and 500GB 

Mobile (Pocket) Hard Drives with a USB Port 

Fully bus powered, Rocport ID pocket drives deliver outstanding 
performance and reliability, and available in multiple colors. 
Designed and engineered in the U.S.A. to meet the needs of 
the demanding mobile data storage market, the ROCPORT ID 
2.5"external hard drive is compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® environments. 

The AIRHAWK A3 

Mobile (Pocket) Hard Drives with USB port 
320GB and 500GB 

Fully bus powered, The AIRHAWK pocket drives 
deliver exceptional performance and reliability. 
Designed and engineered to meet the needs of 
a demanding mobile data storage market. 


RocPort ID9 - 320GB and 500GB 

Mobile (Pocket) Hard Drives - FW800, FW400 and USB Ports 

Rocport ID pocket drives deliver outstanding performance and 
reliability, and available in multiple colors. Designed and 
engineered in the U.S.A. to meet the needs of the demanding 
mobile data storage market, the ROCPORT ID 2.5"external 
hard drive is compatible with both Windows® and Macintosh® 
environments. 

The AIRHAWK A9 

FW 800, FW 400 and USB Ports 
320GB and 500GB 

Fully bus powered, The AIRHAWK pocket drives 
deliver exceptional performance and reliability. 
Designed and engineered to meet the needs of 
a demanding mobile data storage market. 




Rocstor - Made in the USA. 


AUTHORIZED RESELLERS: 

My Mac Sydney My Mac Melbourne 

Apple Premium Reseller Apple Premium Reseller 
20 Bronte Road, 172 - 192 Flinders St, 

Bondi Junction, NSW, 2026 Melbourne, Vic, 3000 
(02) 8383 1600 


www.mymac .com .au 


(03) 9662 9666 
www.mymac .com .au 


My Mac Northland 
Apple Premium Reseller 
Shop K025A12-50 Murray Rd. 
Preston, VIC, 3072 
Ph: (03) 9470 1480 
www.mymac .com .au 


Awave 

Apple Authorised 
Reseller 

Shop 6,7 Yarra St, 
South Yarra, VIC, 3141 
(03) 9813 1833 


Lightforce Computers 
Apple Authorised 
Reseller 

1/10 Brigantine Street, 
Byron Bay, NSW, 2481 
(02) 6685 8796 


Just Klapp 
Apple Authorised 
Reseller 
72-74 Chapel St 
Prahran VIC 3181 


Mac4U 

Apple Authorised 
Reseller 

269 Great Eastern Hwy 
Midland, WA 6056 


(03)9529 5966 08 9274 7111 





















Geelong Westfield Geelong t: 03 5223 1550 

Malvern 1420 High Street t: 03 9508 2600 

Monash* Campus Centre, Clayton t: 03 9684 3655 

RMIT* Main Campus, Swanston St t: 03 9654 8111 


Sth Melbourne 64 Clarendon Street 


t: 03 9684 3600 


Crows Nest 

UNSW* 

UTS* 


222 Pacific Highway 
Main Campus, Randwick 
235 Jones Street, Ultimo 


t: 02 9951 7979 
t: 02 9385 2377 
t: 02 9951 7940 


sales@compnow.com.au 


Need help with a purchase or just need some info? 
email us on sales@compnow.com.au. or visit us on www.compnow.com.au 


comp 

now 

compnow.com.au 


____ \ | Wl——— 

Computers Now Apple On-Campus Reseller: For Apple student discounts via our On-campus stores!* 1 


Did you know? 


You may be eligible for 

50% Tax Deduction when ^ 
you purchase an Apple Mac, for 

business, from Computers Now. 


Australian Government’s Investment 
Allowance for business. 

Get an additional tax deduction of 50% of the cost of eligible 
new depreciating assets acquired until the end of December 2009 . 

Refer to the ATO website or your accountant for further details. 


FREE Training for all Computers Now Mac customers 

Computers Now offer free training courses with every new computer 
purchased through us - see our website for details. 


M 


Adobe 


Authorised 

Vodafone 

Dealer vodafone 


Premium Reseller 


*The content of this advert does not constitute tax advice and is for general information only. As tax legislation is complex, you should obtain you own advice about the effects of this Act on 
your own circumstances before purchasing any product in question. For further detail, visit www.australia.gov.au/educationtaxrefund and http://tinyurl.com/c7y5qs. All prices include GST. Images 
for illustrative purposes only. Prices & specifications subject to change and stock availability. E&OE. www.compnow.com.au All prices include GST. Images for illustrative purposes only. 

Prices & specifications subject to change and stock availability. E&OE. www.compnow.com.au. 



















